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A Note from the Superintendent…
What a dizzying time of change we are all going through right now! The pandemic, winter being right on us, recently
celebrated holidays, and second semester already here.
With all of that going on, we should still take the time to pause and be thankful. I am
thankful for and humbled by the staff and faculty in our district because of the dedication,
determination, and tenacity they show every day. They continue to work nonstop to adapt
to new ways of providing instruction to USD 343 students and make all aspects of the
school day run smoothly during this difficult time of dealing with COVID 19. They have
shown great resourcefulness in the way they have “taken the bull by the horns” in
organizing their after school activities/sports, school offices open for student and parents,
preparing meals, cleaning buildings, and transporting our students in a way that keeps all
children and staff as safe as possible. They do what it takes to put kids first!

January is School Board
Member Appreciation
Month! Thank a School
Board Member for their time
and dedication they have
given to our district!!

Our students continue to impress me and I am always reminded of how great they are
by just watching them rise to the challenge of learning on different platforms this year
with changes to many aspects of their learning due to the pandemic. I am thankful we
have the best students ever! All their experiences through this year will be changed
in some degree by this pandemic, so I hope everyone agrees they deserve an extra
amount of patience and understanding.

It is a very stressful time for parents and I am thankful for the support we have
received as changes to our teaching and learning formats evolve based on State and
local health guidelines. I encourage all parents to reach out to their child’s teacher or principal if they have questions,
compliments or concerns about the learning process for their student this year. We, as your child’s educational team, are
always here to help and want to see your child succeed.

It is very important that we all do our part to follow the rules we are given by these state and local agencies regarding
health and safety protocols so we can minimize the risks posed to ourselves and each other! This will hopefully keep our
children in school! We, as people that work in education, WANT to be with our students and WANT to have them in the
classrooms. Seeing them on the bus, in the cafeteria, on the sports field, on stage, or even just walking down the hall with
a friend, as that is what motivates us all. Please help us to achieve this by wearing a mask, washing your hands
frequently, and remembering to social distance. Be diligent, be deliberate, and be consistent!
January is National School Board Member Appreciation month. Please take the time to recognize our Board, as they
have helped us navigate through these never before traveled paths due to the pandemic. They are owed our gratitude for
serving our community and giving of themselves, sometimes thanklessly, to make this a great district to work in and go to
school in.
What great success our High School sports teams had this year! Once again, we cheered our High School Football team
on to the State Playoffs. They should be very proud of a great season! We also celebrate our High School Girl’s
Volleyball team, as they are the Sub-State Champs this year! The Cross Country Boys’ team qualified for the State meet,
along with 2 members of the girl’s team!! Our student athletes showed a great amount of grit and resilience as each week
these students not only battled their competitors, they also tested themselves against COVID-19! Great job Kaws!!

J.B. Elliott, Superintendent of Schools

NEWS FROM Josh Woodward,

DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

Education Priorities during COVID-19!
Back in March, school districts across the world did the unthinkable by canceling onsite classes. I read
where 191 countries shut down all their primary and secondary schools, which impacted over 1.5 billion
children. Educators, students and families across the United States scrambled to figure out how to best
educate our children during these unprecedented times. Online learning platforms have limitations and
are not ideal as a primary learning format. For the most part, USD 343 students were able to continue with
limited academic instruction through the end of the 2019-2020 school year. For children in other parts of
the country or world, this was not possible and I think we should count our blessings and be thankful for
the collaborative work of USD 343 staff, parents and children.
Moving forward into the 2020-2021 school year, our focus has been to get our students onsite and in
classrooms as much as possible. A tremendous amount of planning was required including transportation,
food services, technology upgrades within our buildings, daily schedules including organizing recess
times, hallway movement, seating at lunch, and daily instructional plans that keep in mind shared
educational manipulatives, technology and type of collaborative work. It has truly been a team effort and
all USD 343 stakeholders (classified/certified staff, students, parents, PTO, site councils, etc.) should be
proud of the fact our students have been in school as much as nearly every school district in the area. As
our district leader, JB Elliott, repeats often, “each day is one more day closer to the end of this situation”.
Although we all agree academics are important, we need to remain vigilant about monitoring the social
and emotional health of our students. Separation from peers can cause depression and anxiety,
especially for our most social students. All the while, we have to be sure our students continue to practice
good social distancing health habits including wearing a mask appropriately and maintaining 6’ distancing.
Our #1 priority has to be the physical and social-emotional health of our students and staff. If you have
concerns about your child or believe he/she would benefit simply from a conversation with our counselors,
even if to vent their frustrations, please reach out to the appropriate grade level counselor or social
worker!
PLHS: Mr. Scherschligt – mscherschligt@usd343.org
PLMS: Mrs. Webb – cwebb@usd343.org
PLES: Mrs. Paramore – tparamore@usd343.org
K-12 Social Worker: Brittany Smith – bsmith@usd343.org
Please consider how beneficial family conversations about math, geography, history or science can be
with your child. Even dinner table discussions can spark interest and motivation for your child to
investigate a topic even further. When preparing dinner at home, decided on a cost for the meal and teach
math by discussing how much of a tip the family cook deserves. Start out by picking an easy number to
represent the cost of the meal, then ask your child to figure the tip at 15% or
20%. Are you getting ready to fertilize the yard? Have your child help you
determine square footage so you know how much fertilizer to purchase. Teach
fractions by making cookies with your child or cutting up that large pizza. Our
children need every opportunity possible to discuss content area for core
curricular subjects. There is no doubt in my mind that family conversations are
much more beneficial than online academic games because we get to see how
our children are thinking? How they are processing information? How they are
questioning the content? I can’t think of a better time to get back to the table for
family dinners.

(News from Josh Woodward, Director of Curriculum and Instruction - Continued)

Kansas State Assessment Window - Spring, 2021
Each spring, Kansas students enrolled in 3rd grade through 8th grade, plus 10th and 11th grade, complete grade level
appropriate assessments through the Kansas Department of Education. This year’s assessment window is scheduled to
open on April 1 and close on Tuesday, May 18. As always, we encourage parents to avoid doctor’s appointments and
vacations during this assessment window. The window is set by the Kansas Department of Education and all students
must be tested within this designated window. Below, please find a breakdown of subjects assessed at each grade level.
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6

Math and English Language Arts
Math and English Language Arts
Math, English Language Arts & Science
Math and English Language Arts

Grade 7
Grade 8
Grade 10
Grade 11

Math and English Language Arts
Math, English Language Arts, & Science
Math and English Language Arts
Science

Schedules with specific dates for each grade level should be released by late February or early March and will be
available on our District webpage. Please keep in mind that assessment dates are tentative and could change. District
Assessment Information Page
As always, before completion of any type of assessment, we recommend students get a good night of sleep, eat a healthy
breakfast the morning of the assessment, and of course make sure they are at school the day of the test, (unless they are
sick). Make up assessment dates are scheduled for late April but are often times difficult to complete. Please make every
attempt to have your child at school on their specified grade level assessment date.
Finally, it is important to note that state assessments are only a small part of what defines a student's success at PerryLecompton Schools. Our staff strives to help all kids grow and mature in non-assessed areas as well. These areas
include, but are not limited to, artistic talents and musical abilities, physical health, becoming an independent and
responsible person, ability to collaborate and communicate appropriately, become reflective so said student has the ability
to evaluate his/her own progress or improvement, and develop good attendance habits. Go Kaws!

Should it become necessary to close schools
due to inclement weather, dangerous road
conditions, or other emergency situations,
Perry-Lecompton USD #343 will make
immediate contact by telephone using the
Bright Arrow notification system. Notification
calls will have a caller I.D. of (855) 994-4242.
If the phone call is not answered, a voicemail
will be left.
In all cases, the final decision regarding school attendance during inclement weather rests with the parents.
In order to contact parents and guardians, it is vitally important the school has accurate telephone numbers for each
student's family. If you have updated or changed your phone number since enrollment, please contact your child's
school to provide updated information.
Additionally, the District will make announcements through the District's Facebook page and the following broadcast
stations:
WIBW - Topeka - TV Channel 13. wibw.com
KSHB - Kansas City - TV Channel 41. kshb.com
WIBW - Topeka - AM 580 & FM 94.5 Country
We recommend staying tuned to one of the stations or websites listed above in order to receive this information in a timely
manner.
Other media that will be notified as time permits would be:
KLWN - Lawrence - AM 1320
KANU - Lawrence - FM 91.5
KSNT - Topeka - TV Channel 27

KTKA - Topeka - TV Channel 49
KCTV - Kansas City - TV Channel 5
WDAF - Kansas City - TV Channel 4

News from
Perry & Lecompton
Elementary Schools
Mark Lamb, Principal
We, at Perry-Lecompton Elementary have had a wonderful first semester! Let’s be honest, school has changed for us in
many ways but we have banded together to make it a success. We continue to adapt and I am so proud of the student’s
and staff’s resilience during this time. The best part of this year without a doubt is when all of our students have been in
the buildings. We have been able to be with all of our students, in person, 51 full days and in hybrid (50/50 model) for 22
days. Seeing each other on a consistent basis has allowed for a normalcy we have all been craving and our students
have benefited greatly.
As you may be aware, our school life has changed significantly with temperature scanners, masks, social distancing and
keeping our students separate in small cohorts. One of the positive changes that may not be as obvious is where we ate
lunch when it was warmer. For much of the fall we were able to eat outside. The district was able to obtain picnic tables
and car ports that provided covered seating during lunch time. This change in environment led to many smiles and
humorous stories about picnics. We saw eagles and geese flying overhead and enjoyed the fresh air. We look forward to
the spring when we can eat outside again.
Academically, we implemented the Really Great Reading program throughout PLES. This program has helped identify
where students need the most help and pin points interventions to address student’s specific reading skills.
Even with all the changes, it is amazing how many exciting things you can pack into such a narrow time frame. We have
had Kentucky Township Fire, Lecompton Fire, classroom parties, Happy Bear, made art and videos for Veterans Day,
prepared and taped our concerts, held a virtual Spelling Bee and so much more. It has been a wonderful first semester
for the Jr. Kaw family.

Mark Lamb, PLES Principal

PLES Winter Concert
The first semester for Perry Lecompton Elementary School ended with the Winter Music Program
that was recorded in the PLES gymnasium & put on our YouTube channel for parents & family to
view. This event is always well attended & the children enjoy sharing their talents. If you would
like to view it, you can just type this link into your web browser: https://youtu.be/sg3kM1J-0L8 or
you can find it on our school Facebook page as well!

LECOMPTON ELEMENTARY SPELLING BEE
The 20-21 PLES Spelling Bee was held virtually on December 17th, 2020 and the craziest
thing happened. We had two students tie. On December 17th at 11AM Ziva Rockhold and
Weston LaBonte held a tiebreaker spelling bee. Due to being in “hybrid” we had to have one
of the students come back to school for the tiebreaker. In the end, Ziva Rockhold won the
Spelling bee after four intense rounds. The final word used was “teeter”.
3rd Graders: Weston LaBonte, Remington Parker, Brantley Ness, Preston Tolbert, Evelyn
Clark, Haylie Nitchals, Andy Lowery, Marin Schmidt, Kennedy Winfrey, and Caleb Baranski
4th Graders: Ziva Rockhold, Brodie Mallonee, Chase Cobler, Aidan Trent, Eliska Messerly, Mylie Hudson,
Jasper Clark, Cohen Christman, Josephine Hamm, and Arabella Bradshaw

Congratulations to

Ziva Rockhold
Lecompton Elementary
2020 Spelling Bee Champion!

News from
Perry-Lecompton
High School
Mike Maloun, Principal
Rhett Scrimsher, Assistant Principal

The 1st semester came to an end on December 18th, and although instruction and
activities looked quite different due to COVID-19, PLHS students and staff had a very
successful semester. We want all of our students to learn, as well as enjoy the
activities that PLHS has to offer. PLHS did not cancel any activities this semester due
to COVID. Some individual games were canceled or rescheduled, and things certainly
looked different, but our students were able to attend school and learn in the classroom
almost 70% of the time! All fall sports competed this year and were extremely
successful. Here are just a few of the highlights from the first semester.
 Joe Ward was named a Commended Student for his score on the PSAT.
Students in this category score in the 96th percentile of all students that take the
PSAT across the United States.
 Football team finished as the Class 3A State Runner up
 Boys Cross Country qualified for State for the first
time since 1983
 The Volleyball Team is Class 3A Sub-State Champions
 2 Debaters Qualified for State
 CTE completed job shadows, mock interviews
and COW (Careers on Wheels) days.
 Seven music students qualified for the
NEKMEA District Honor Groups
 Outstanding performances and artwork from the Fine
Arts Department
Please click on the link below to see pictures and a more detailed newsletter about all
of the accomplishments at PLHS this semester!
https://bit.ly/38fKVDt
In addition to this newsletter you should be receivingour junk/sp find the emails please contact the PLMS office.

NEWS FROM Jill Blosser,

District School Nurse
I want to express my appreciation to all staff for their patience and dedication to provide a safe environment
for students to learn. This has been a tricky year to start as a School Nurse. I’m grateful to all the staff and I
can’t say thank you enough!
STAYING HEALTHY
Parents and guardians, please check your child’s health each day before coming to school. If your child is
experiencing any of the following symptoms, DO NOT send them to school:
● Fever or chills
● A loss of taste or smell
● Cough
● Muscle or body aches
● General unwellness
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
● Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea
If they are experiencing any of these symptoms, always err on the side of caution, and keep them home. We ask
for your patience and understanding as we get through this together!
Our mask usage guidelines, include the following:
Jefferson County’s new Guidelines included two new options. The first being a 7 day quarantine
with testing after day 5, and no symptoms for the duration, along with a negative test result. And
secondly, a 10 day quarantine which involves no testing and no symptoms for the duration.
Jefferson County recommends all people self-monitor themselves for 14 days from exposure.
Douglas County differs in the fact they have a 10 day quarantine period for asymptomatic close
contacts. The 14 day quarantine is still strongly advised by the Douglas County Health Department
and the one to follow if symptoms develop.
PARENTS PLEASE NOTE:
● The blue gators are no longer approved, as they are not double layered.
● The grey Kaw gator is approved because it is double-layered.
● Cloth masks should be washed daily.
● Keep an extra mask at school (or in a backpack) at all times.
Students are doing a great job wearing masks and washing hands.
Keep up the good work, Kaws!

Remember to get your flu vaccine!

A JOB WELL DONE!
With the help of Kristi Porter, Nurse Assistant, we have completed the following:
● Vision screening in September and October
● Dental screenings in October
● Hearing screenings in November

Shout out to Wellness Committee
students Emma Wright & Hunter Putman for
coordinating a successful Blood Drive. We
donated 21 units of blood to The Community
Blood Center. Donating blood saves lives!
With the continued help and dedication of parents and staff we will keep our district as healthy as possible. If you have
any questions or concerns, please reach out to me for assistance by calling my cell number at 785-581-3020 or emailing
me at jblosser@usd343.org. I’m here to help!

Jill Blosser,

RN, BSN

NEWS FROM Rhett Scrimsher,

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
With winter weather upon us, it’s that time of year to review a few
simple guidelines to ensure safe transportation for your child.
Please call Mr. Scrimsher, USD #343 Director of Transportation, at
785-597-5124 ext. 1012, if you have specific questions regarding
transportation.
 Please remind your child to dress appropriately for the
possibility of inclement weather. Kansas weather can change
rapidly through the school day. In the unlikely case a bus has to
be evacuated or experiences engine failure, it is important
students dress for the season. Hats, mufflers, gloves and warm foot wear are strongly encouraged.
 Please remind your child to remain clear of the bus as it approaches pick-up points and the brakes are
applied. Depending on road conditions the surface may not be treated and could have become slick.
 Please contact your child’s school office by 2:30 pm. with changes in their transportation for that
afternoon/evening. Drivers cannot accept text messages from a parent to a child for a transportation
change.
 It is important that our schools have up to date information on a plan your child will follow if we are
required to close school early due to inclement weather.
 Please be sure that your child’s school has updated phone numbers on file. The Bright Arrow districtwide phone messaging system will be utilized in the event we need to send students home early due to
inclement weather.

NEWS FROM Craig Underhill,

NUTRITION SERVICES DIRECTOR
It’s fitting that we are in basketball season, because trying to describe
the past year in Food Service and look ahead to the coming year, the
word that comes to mind is Pivot. By definition, the word means
“keeping one foot on the ground, while swiveling back and forth” which
is appropriate for the challenges that Food Service and the rest of the
District faced. Change was our constant. Another definition though may
more clearly describe Food Service: “the central thing that something
depends upon.”
Students need healthy and nutritious meals; study after study has shown the link between nutrition and
performance in school. No matter the challenge, or direction we need to pivot, to adjust meal patterns and
change menus, to provide sacked meals in the cafeterias or offer meals to go for those learning at home, Food
Service takes great pride in being able to offer healthy meals to all the students of Perry-Lecompton.
Looking ahead, we know we will need to pivot again, even if it’s simply to return to the way we served food in
the past. Back to normal, the good old days, whatever you want to call it. That is everyone’s hope, and our
hope in Food Service, too, although that kind of reboot also gives us the opportunity to take things we learned
from this experience and make a few changes. A pivot to an even better meal program; all the more reason to
look forward to the next year with anticipation!

Helpful

e~Funds

Information

Availability of Services for Students with Special Needs
Your local school district and all public schools in Kansas provide free special education services for eligible
exceptional children ages 3 through 21 or high school graduation. Parents are encouraged to seek assistance from
teachers, principals or other professionals if they have questions regarding their child's progress in school. Children
with autism, emotional disturbance, giftedness, hearing impairments, specific learning disabilities, mental
retardation, orthopedic impairments, other health impairments, speech or language impairments, traumatic brain
injuries, or visual impairments may be found to be eligible and in need of special education or related services. In
addition, children ages 3 through 9 who are experiencing developmental delays may also need these services. The
related services, which is not an all-inclusive list includes: assistive technology devices and services, audiology,
counseling services, early identification and assessment of disabilities, interpreting services, medical services for
diagnostic or evaluation references, occupational therapy, orientation and mobility services, parent counseling and
training, physical therapy, recreation including therapeutic recreation, rehabilitation counseling, school health
services, school nurse services, school psychological services, school social work, speech and language, special
education administration and supervision, transportation, vocational/transitional, and other developmental, corrective
or support resources.
Special education is not meant for all children experiencing problems in development or trouble with schoolwork.
Some students who are experiencing difficulty benefit more from the individual attention of a general education
classroom teacher, the guidance counselor, and, of course, concerned parents. Your school district makes an effort
to screen students for possible disabilities by carefully monitoring their progress on daily work and on achievement
tests. Special education professionals, as part of school student improvement teams, sometimes work with regular
education teachers and students to help solve problems students experience in learning. When classroom
interventions are not successful, a referral for an initial evaluation is made. In addition, free screening clinics for
children ages birth to five are held on a monthly basis in the area, and any parent with a concern is welcome to bring
their child to be screened. School counselors, psychologists, and social workers are available to visit with teachers
and parents regarding any concerns they might have. Parents who are concerned that their child may have an
undetected disability are asked to notify the principal of the child's school in writing regarding the concerns.
Parents and their exceptional children have a number of rights under the law with regard to special education. For
each of these rights, there are certain responsibilities for parents and for the school. The school system is
responsible for safeguarding children's rights, including the right to benefit from the regular curriculum, to receive
educational services in the least restrictive environment, and the right to participate in nonacademic and
extracurricular activities. In addition, the school system is responsible for obtaining parental consent before
evaluating a child or providing him/her special education services, for maintaining the confidentiality of all personal
information regarding the child, and for making all educational records available to parents. Parents should assist
the school system by keeping them informed of things that affect the child's education, attending conferences
concerning their child's educational program, and by keeping the lines of communication open. Together, parents
and school personnel can help children grow and develop into capable adults.
Your school district is a member of Northeast Kansas Education Service Center (NEKESC), also known as
Keystone Learning Services, an organization that enables eight school districts in Atchison, Leavenworth and
Jefferson counties to collaborate in the provision of special education services. Participating districts include the
following: Valley Falls USD #338, Jefferson County North USD #339, Jefferson West USD #340, Oskaloosa USD
#341, McLouth USD #342, Perry USD #343, Atchison County USD #377 and Easton USD #449. In addition, early
intervention services for eligible children age birth to three in these districts are available through Keystone.
Official records for all students receiving special education services in the above school districts are maintained by
Keystone Learning Services at their records office in the basement of the USD 341 District Office. Special education
teachers maintain files in their classroom on students with whom they are working. Any parent of a student, or
student who has reached age 18, has the right to review these records without unnecessary delay. This right
includes having someone explain documents in the records, obtaining copies of the records at reasonable or no
cost, and allowing a representative of the parent (with signed permission) to examine records. In cases where
records might contain information on more than one student, the parts pertaining to other students will be deleted.
Upon request, Keystone discloses educational records without consent to officials of another school district in which
a student seeks or intends to enroll, as allowed by federal law.
Anyone who wishes further information concerning services for exceptional students may contact the Keystone
Office at 785-876-2214 or at 500 E. Sunflower Blvd., Ozawkie, KS 66070. Information is also available through the
Kansas State Department of Education at 785-296-3869, or the "Make a Difference" Hot Line at 1-800-332-6262.
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