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April Events:
4/4 & 4/6: 3rd grade State Reading Assessments
4/10: School Board meeting 6:30 pm

4/11 & 12: 3rd grade State Math Assessments & 4th gr. State Reading Assessments

4/14: NO School – Good Friday

4/17: NO School – Teacher In-service

4/19 & 4/20: 4th grade State Math Assessments

4/20 & 21: No Kindergarten – Kindergarten Screening

4/21: 4th grade to State Capital

4/22: PLES PTO Carnival @ LES: 12-3pm

4/25: Kindergarten to Kansas Discovery Center: 9:00–2:00
4/26: 3rd grade: Kansas Kids Fitness Day and Topeka History Museum 
4/28: 2nd grade: Jeff West Ag. Day: 11:15-2:30

Dear Parents,

As we begin the last 9 weeks of the 2016-17 school year, please remember how important regular and timely attendance is to your child’s educational success.  Help your child get organized for the morning before they go to bed at night.  Make sure their supplies are in their back pack and their clothes are picked out for the next day.  Spending 5 to 10 minutes on these activities every night will help to ensure a conflict free morning. Parent support helps build children’s reading skills.  Teachers do an excellent job of teaching children to read.  But parents play a key part of the process.  Reading a book aloud to your child will encourage communication. Try to read to your child every day. Ten minutes at bed time makes for a peaceful ending to the day. Show enthusiasm for the story you are reading.  Expose your child to new words and ideas.  Learn more about your child’s interests.  Make reading an enjoyable experience.  Reading is a life time skill.
Homework: Like an actor rehearsing lines or a batter working on his swing, your child does homework to practice what they learn at school.  Sometimes homework can bring challenges, please remember the following: 

1) It is the parent’s job to provide a quiet well lit place for the child to do the homework; 
2) Children should be able to complete the homework independently, 

3) Review the homework with your child, 

4) If your child does not understand the work, write a note to the teacher and explain what happened, 

5) Homework should never be a battle for the child or the parent!
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Respectfully,
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Keep up to date on school activities by using the website calendar!
Kindergarten Screening: April 20 & 21 @ PES for any child entering kindergarten for the 2017-18 school year.  If you have not done so, please contact the PES office 597-5156 to set your appointment.

2017-18 School Supplies Are you tired of fighting the crowds looking for school supplies? Here’s your answer: PTO will once again be offering the opportunity to purchase a grade level bundled supply packages through School Kidz!   Purchase information will be sent home by April 1st.  Order between 4/3 & 5/5 - online at www.shopkits.com PES 19878; LES 75376   PLES PTO receives all profits from this program.  They are grateful for your support! 
A Message from Love & Logic: Jim and Charles Fay

Ten-year-old Kaylee rarely blundered. Apart from a few small errors committed under her mother’s radar, her slate was clean. Managing this state of near perfection required a tremendous amount of vigilance and work on everyone’s part, including her parents. Every friend had to be carefully monitored and continuously assessed. Each homework assignment, book report, and science fair project necessitated high levels of vigilance so that the adults in Kaylee's life could help her detect and correct errors before drafts landed on her teachers’ desks. Participation in sports always led to significant financial sacrifices, since private lessons were the only way she could learn to run, jump, throw, hit, and catch, without error, Kaylee’s parents were dedicated to engineering success… a type of success not created organically through trial and error… but from the fragile thread of good intentions.
 
Failure snatched from the jaws of success: Is this a sustainable plan, or will Kaylee’s parents eventually lose their ability to engineer success? Does Kaylee truly believe she has what it takes to overcome failures, or does she live in fear that one might someday come her way? Have you ever met an adult who was raised this way? Do these adults demonstrate high levels of perseverance when the going gets tough, or do they avoid challenges like the plague?
What are the societal and economic impacts of raising children like Kaylee?
 
Failure is not final. It’s informative. Who are the most successful people you personally know? Have they always been successful, or have they experienced a good degree of failure? At the heart of all science and all great innovation are risk and resulting failure. The data of each successive failure informs the path to success. As a country are we raising children who understand this process and are therefore truly prepared to discover greatness or are we creating young people who are too fearful to walk this path?

Growing success from the seeds of failure: Parents and educators dedicated to raising tomorrow’s great thinkers and doers understand that all children need:

1. Encouragement to grapple with unanswered questions, to explore, to play, to fix, with as little adult interference as possible.

2. Persevere through failure and take healthy risks

3. Make plenty of affordable mistakes

4. Parents who are brave and loving enough to allow their child to fail and learn

5. Experience the logical and natural consequences of their failed choices

6. Experience sincere empathy and unconditional love

7. Guidance to see that success is earned through failure and perseverance

8. Adults who show children that failure is not final…it’s formative.
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PTO News: The PLES Carnival is coming! Mark your calendar: April 22 12:00 - 3:00.  PTO is looking for assistance. 

Volunteers:  http://signup.com/go/6Nq5XM  
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Cake walk donations:    http://signup.com/go/RUhyMu
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