
 
Greetings from the 

Superintendent’s Office! 
 
Our state is dealing with a financial crisis not 
seen in my lifetime.  To give some perspective 
to how long that has been, I came into this 
world while Harry Truman was president, 
postage stamps were 3 cents each and 
gasoline was 27 cents a gallon.   It also was 
coincidentally the year that “Dennis the 
Menace” was introduced as a cartoon 
character. 
 
Many of us have only heard about the Great 
Depression experiences of our grandparents or 
great-grandparents.  Our schools are now 
dealing with real and anticipated budget cuts 
that were almost impossible to imagine only a 
year or two ago. 
 
While our state struggles with its economic 
problems and faces difficult decisions in the 
coming months, it seems like an opportune 
time to recognize education’s value to our 
children and to the State of Kansas. 

 
US Census Bureau statistics give us the 
following average annual earnings by 
education: 
 

o No diploma  $19,169 
o High School Diploma  $28,645 
o Bachelor’s Degree  $51,554 
o Advanced Degree  $78,093 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Studies have shown that increased education 
for our students bring a wide-range of benefits 
beyond salaries including: 
 

·  improved health & life 
expectancy; 

·  more efficient consumer choices; 
·  when out of work, shorter length 

unemployment 
·  increased charitable 

contributions; and 
·  increased participation in civic 

organizations. 
 

Our state has a proud record of supporting 
education with the belief it will provide the 
foundation for a better life for our children and 
their children.  Kansas public schools are 
among the best in the country, based on a 
number of indicators.  A successful education 
system produces a skilled workforce which 
leads to a high quality of life. 
 
The quality of education in Kansas and USD 
#343, now and in the future, has the potential 
to be greatly impacted by the decisions made 
in the coming months by our elected leaders in 
Topeka.   These are critically important times 
to let your legislators know how you feel about 
the value of education in Kansas.   
 
��������	�
��
Superintendent 
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Board of Education Meeting 
Summary 

Meeting Date:  October 12, 2009 
 

The USD 343 Board of Education meeting was 
called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
October 12, 2009. 
 

A consent agenda was approved, which 
included minutes and various financial matters. 
 
Nonaction items on the agenda included the 
following: 
 
·  There were on-going discussions regarding 

2009-2010 board goals.  Suggestions from 
board members regarding new goals will be 
presented for approval at the November 
board meeting.  Board members were 
asked to submit a prioritized listing of the 
district’s capital outlay needs by October 
31.  Building principals will also be 
surveyed with further capital outlay planning 
discussions at the November board 
meeting. 
 

·  The board accepted a recommendation that 
the District Staff  Holiday Breakfast not be 
held this year. 

 
Board action included: 
 
·  The following employment 
 recommendations were approved: 

o Susie Whitaker and Eryn Norton as 
co-sponsors of PLHS Scholar’s 
Bowl, 

o William Mitchell as the head high 
school wrestling coach, 

o Matthew Erb as the head middle 
school wrestling coach and as the 
assistant high school wrestling 
coach, 

o Justin Stevens as the middle school 
assistant wrestling coach, and 

o Theresa Beatty as the 8th grade girls’ 
assistant basketball coach. 
 

·  The following resignations were approved: 
o Christian Brown as the 8th grade girls’ 

assistant basketball coach, 

o Joe Corcoran as assistant high school 
football coach and assistant high school 
track coach, and 

o Trevor Gray as the 8th grade assistant 
middle school football coach. 

 
·  The board approved the 2008-2009 district 

audit report as prepared by Jarred, Gilmore 
& Phillips, PA, Certified Public Accountants. 

 
·  The board approved a contract to lease the 

Grantville School to Christian Cavalry 
Ministries International Church effective on 
November 1, 2009. 

 
·  A letter of communication to B.A. Green 

was approved by the board regarding the 
district’s outstanding balance. 

 
·  The PLHS Science Club’s request to travel 

to Omaha, Nebraska for an overnight trip 
was approved by the board. 
 

·  A resolution was approved recognizing 
November 15-21, 2009 as American 
Education Week. 
 

·  A motion was approved to again provide 
free Thanksgiving meals to USD #343 
senior citizens and school district 
employees on November 20, 2009. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m. 
 

Board of Education Meeting 
Summary 

Meeting Date:  November 9, 2009 
 

The USD 343 Board of Education meeting was 
called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
November 9, 2009. 
 

A consent agenda was approved, which 
included minutes and various financial matters. 
 
Nonaction items on the agenda included the 
following: 
 
·  Judy Chamberlain, Director of Curriculum & 

Instruction, shared with the board the 2009 
state assessment results as released by the 
KSDE in building report cards. Information 



was also shared regarding NCLB and the 
increasing annual assessment targets. 
 

·  The board instructed Superintendent Yoder 
to continue discussions with B.A. Green in 
order to reach a settlement regarding the 
amount owed for their services as 
construction manager. 
 

·  Board member Mike Miller shared that he’s 
had conversations with Mayor Mike Lang 
regarding a joint long-range planning 
committee.  The consensus of the board 
was that they would be willing to proceed 
with a possible joint city/district committee, 
with Mike Miller serving as the board 
representative. 

 
·  Information was shared with the board 

regarding Schools For Fair Funding.  There 
was no interest from the board in joining 
SFFF at this time. 

 
·  Capital outlay needs were discussed with 

several priority needs identified including 
PLHS windows, PLHS hurdles, baseball 
infield dirt work, PLMS volleyball standards 
and a utility vehicle.  Superintendent Yoder 
will be checking with TAC regarding 
temperature controls in the north side 
classrooms at PLHS. 

 
Board action included: 
 
·  The following employment 

recommendations and updates were 
approved: 

o Clinton Van Scyoc as the middle 
school assistant wrestling coach, 

o Wayne Ledbetter as the assistant 7th 
grade boys’ basketball coach, and 

o Justin Stevens reported that he 
would be unable to serve as 
assistant middle school wrestling 
coach. 

 
·  Board approval was given for Barbara Ball 

to take days off from her custodial duties at 
LES without pay as the result of Social 
Security earning restrictions. 

 

·  PLHS course offerings for 2010-2011 were 
approved in the Pathways of Construction, 
Pre-Design and Production. 

 
·  Early graduation requests were approved 

for Erin Sergeant, McKenzie Christman, 
and Asa Kuenzi. 

 
·  The board approved sending a letter to 

USD #450 asking permission for USD #343 
to continue the current bus route and stops 
in their district through the end of the school 
year. 

 
·  Board goals for 2009-2010 were approved 

by the board. 
 

·  Board approval was given to form a District 
Financial Accounting Committee with Jenny 
Morgison serving as the board 
representative. 

 
·  A donation from Hamm, Inc. of pit fines to 

be used for the baseball field warning track 
was approved by the board. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 10:12 p.m. 
 

 
Perry-Lecompton High School 

 
 

As we near the end of the fall semester, many 
families are making plans for family visits 
during the holidays.  As you are making these 
plans, please keep in mind the high school 
finals schedule.  Finals for the fall semester 
have been scheduled for December 16th and 
17th, (December 18th has been scheduled as a 
make-up day for finals).  We would appreciate 
your support by encouraging ample study time 
for students.  Students are encouraged to hand 
in any late assignments that can be accepted 
for credit, complete upcoming assignments on 
time.  Parents are encouraged to closely 
monitor student grades by using the Power 



School website.  If questions arise, please 
don’t hesitate to contact the teacher or the 
PLHS office. 

 
As we begin the second semester, PLHS will 
be gearing up for State Assessments that will 
be given in the spring semester.  Students will 
be asked to focus on the state standards that 
will be tested on the various assessments.  
The following is a list of assessments that will 
be given along with the grade level taking the 
assessment. 
Reading:   All Sophomores and those Juniors 
who did not score at the “meets standard” level 
last year. 
Math:   Freshmen enrolled in Advanced 
Geometry, Sophomores who did not take the 
assessment as Freshmen, and those Juniors 
who did not score at the “meets standard” level 
last year. 
Science:  All Juniors 
 
We hope to continue our recent success on all 
content areas of state assessments.  These 
results have earned PLHS the “Kansas 
Standard of Excellence” award the past four 
years in Math and Reading. 
 
December means winter concerts.  They will all 
be at the high school.  Check your calendar for 
dates and times.  The students appreciate it 
when their activities are well attended. The 
best way to support someone in what they do 
is to be at their performances.   
 
Enjoy as much family time as you can during 
the holiday season! 
 
Educationally, 

 
 Principal 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Perry-Lecompton Middle School 

 

H1N1 Vaccinations 

On December 2 the Jefferson County Health 
Department will administer H1N1 flu 
vaccinations to students whose parents have 
submitted a consent form.  Only middle school 
students will get these shots.  Parents of 
middle school students who have not 
submitted a consent form should call the 
Health Department to arrange for this 
recommended vaccination. 
 
Limo Lunch 
 

For the 29 students who worked to sell at least 
25 items in this fall’s PLMS fundraiser the wait 
for a free lunch is over.  At 11:00 on December 
3, we will begin shuttling students to 
Godfather’s Pizza in North Topeka via 
limousine.  This is a popular event each year 
and this year should be no different. 

 

PLMS Winter Program 
The vocal music PLMS program will be 
presented at 7:00 on Wednesday, December 9 



in the high school theater.  The Winter Band 
Program for PLMS will be in the high school 
gym on Monday, December 14 at 7:00.   
Please come to enjoy the presentation of our 
students.    
 
To respect the hard work that all of our 
students have committed to these programs, 
we ask that parents and students stay through 
the entire program.  Leaving early is very 
disruptive.  The programs are not long and we 
hope very enjoyable for all. 

PTO & Site Council 
The Site Council is scheduled to meet on 
Monday, December 14 at 6:00 but the PTO will 
not meet in December.  The PLMS PTO will 
meet on Thursday, January 21 at 7:00 in the 
PLMS library.  Attendance is open and new 
ideas are always welcome.   
 
Early School Dismissal 
Winter is coming and along with winter comes 
the inevitable snow and ice.  If inclement 
weather strikes, Dr. Yoder, the Superintendent 
of Schools, will make the decision, after due 
consideration of all factors, to send students 
home early.   

·  Media will be notified:  WDAF TV - 
Kansas City, TV Channel 4, WIBW - 
Topeka, TV Channel 13, radio 580 AM 
and 94.5 FM.   

·  At PLMS all students are given the 
opportunity to call parents and make 
special arrangements.   

·  Parents of students at either building 
may send special instructions to the 
office for early dismissal.  We will keep 
those instructions on file.   

·  On bus routes, drivers determine that a 
student can get into their house before 
they leave each drop point.  

·  An administrator will remain at the 
school phone until all buses have 
delivered students home.     

 
Guaranteeing every student’s safety is our 
priority.   
 
PLMS Athletics 
December is the end of two athletic seasons.  
The last PLMS Wrestling meet of the year is at 
the Big 7 League Tournament on Saturday, 

December 5 at Holton.  Girls Basketball 
season ends at home vs. Sabetha on 
Thursday, December 10.  In January the boys 
begin basketball competition at Holton on 
Thursday, January 7. 
 
7th/8th Grade Awards Assembly 
At 2:00 on Friday, January  8th  the 7th and 8th 
grade students will be recognized at an awards 
assembly.  Athletic letters and certificates will 
be presented for participation in Volleyball, 
Football, Girls Basketball, and Wrestling.  
Academic recognition will also be made for 
students who have achieved membership on 
the school Honor Roll as well as those who 
have earned High Honors and Kaw Honors 
recognition. 
     
�

������	�� , 
Principal 
 
 
 

Perry Elementary School and 
Lecompton Elementary School 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The months of October and November have 
been extremely busy for our schools.  Besides  
all of the essential and valuable learning that is 
occurring in our classrooms, students have had 



the opportunity to participate in the following 
events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During October all grade levels enjoyed 
participating in field trips to local areas of 
interest: Rees Fruit Farm, Gary’s Pumpkin 

Patch, Bald 
Eagle 
Rendezvous 
and of course 
Halloween is 
always a big 
hit! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LES 2nd graders enjoyed their field trip to the 
American Royal on October 22.  On their trip, 
they got a chance to see a large urban area 
like Kansas City.  Then they participated in 
activities to increase their awareness of rural 
areas and the important part that agriculture 
plays in our lives, through the American Royal 
Education Program. 2nd graders saw many 
different activities: working dogs, salt mines, 
cow milking demonstration, lots of animals - 
sheep, goats, horses, pigs and the “Rodeo 
University”, where the children got a chance to 
practice riding a bull and roping.  The highlight 
of the day was attending the Youth Rodeo in 
Kemper Arena.  Events included bull riding, 
calf and team roping, mutton busting and barrel 
racing.  All the participants were under the age 
of 18.  It was a wonderful day and the 2nd 
grade teachers and students would like to 

extend a thank you to the parent volunteers 
and the PTO for paying for the admission 
tickets.  
 
On Wednesday, October 21st, the fourth grade 
students in the Social Action Committee visited 
the Jefferson County Humane Society.  This 
was the culminating activity for a community 
service project the students have been working 
on during the first nine weeks of school.  As 
part of the project, the students sold cookies 
and accepted donations for items on the 
shelter's "Wish List."    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The students at Lecompton donated many 
items that the humane society needed like 
bleach, dog food, towels, treats, and Dawn 
dish washing liquid.  Hundreds of pounds of 
food and treats for both dogs and cats from Del 
Monte were donated through Doug and Angie 
Hess.  The cookies that the students sold were 
donated by families of students in the Social 
Action Committee and by Lecompton 
Elementary staff.  $261.00 was made from this 
sale and generous donations.  
 
The volunteers at the humane society told us 
that donations such as ours are extremely 
important to the shelter and very much 
appreciated. While at the shelter, the students 
were given a complete tour of the facility.  They 
were able to visit cats and kittens in the three 
“socializing” rooms.  They also took a tour of 
the dog area, where one dog was available for 
the students to pet.   The group returned home 
feeling very rewarded by their act of kindness.  
Many of the students enjoyed the project so 
much that they took the “volunteer forms” that 
were offered to them. 
 



Students at LES took part in the 4th annual 
World Sport Stacking Assoc. “STACK UP!” on 
Thurs., November 12th.  During their PE 
classes, each stacker stacked cups for the 30 
min. of their class time.  This is the third year in 
a row that USD #343 students have been 
involved in the event to break the Guinness 
World Record, as they bill it, “World’s Largest 
Sport Stacking Event”.   
 
 

During November students in 
Mrs. Gantz’s first grade 
classroom read a Social 
Studies lesson about being a 
citizen. They learned that 
citizens are people of a 
particular country. The class 
then discussed that citizens 

from one country can only travel to another 
country and back if they have something called 
a passport.    Each student created their own 
passport. One classroom was designated the 
United States. Every time the students left their 
country (classroom) they pretended they were 
on a boat in the ocean traveling to another 
country. Students wore their passports and got 
them stamped in the new countries as they 
arrived. Every special place in our building was 
designated another country. Each country had 
its’ own stickers that represented the stamps 
that would be put on real passports.  We also 
enjoyed the Neil Diamond song, “Coming to 
America” which we listened to when we 
returned to our classroom from our visits to 
other countries. This activity went on for three 
days so we could visit several countries. All of 
the citizens of 1G seemed to enjoy it a lot. 
Thanks to all the support staff in the other 
countries for making this a successful learning 
activity. 
 
Math Wizards: Sponsored by PTO LES 2nd, 
3rd, 4th graders participated in a math quiz 
event this past week.  Thanks to your generous 
donations & pledges and students correct 
answers $3,287 was raised.  What a terrific 
way to earn money to be put to use in your 
school! 
 
PES & LES celebrated Grandfriend’s Day on 
11/13.  Over 300 grandfriends spent the 
afternoon celebrating Veteran’s Day and being 

entertained by their grandchildren.  The Staff at 
both schools appreciated their efforts to be 
involved with our students! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LES Monarch Way Station :  During the month 
of October LES students and staff had the 
opportunity to watch life science in action.  Last 
spring the Nature Center began the process of 
becoming identified as a Way Station for the 
Monarch butterfly.  One of the first projects was 
to plant enough milk weed to attract the 
Monarchs to lay their eggs.   
 

Because of the time of year 
these larva are known as 4th 
generation and when their 
metamorphosis is complete 
they will migrate to Mexico 
and California and live for 6 to 
8 months until it is time to start 
the whole process over again.  

Some larva was raised in ‘Indoor Condos’ for 
closer observation.  The larva fed and fed, built 
their cocoons and eventually became the 
beautiful Monarch (King) butterfly.  Students 
had the 
opportunity to 
closely study this 
transformation 
and actually tag 
the butterflies. On 
10/26 LES 
students 
participated in the 
release of the  
Monarchs!   
 
 
 
 
 
 



A special THANK YOU to Janette Funk & Pam 
Rees for 
their 
assistance 
with this 
successful 
project! 
 

 
Up Coming Events & Activities 
12/7: PTO mtg.: @ PES 7:00 pm 
12/16: Music Program 3 & 4 grades: PLHS 
7:00 pm 
12/17: Music Program K, 1 & 2 grades: PLHS 
7:00 pm 
12/18 End of 2nd 9wks., Classroom Winter 
Parties 
12/21 – 1/4: Winter Break 
1/5: School resumes 
 
My sincere wishes for a safe and joyous 
holiday season! 
 
����������
������
Principal 
 
 
 

Perry-Lecompton Pre-Kindergarten 
 

 

Early Childhood education is a high priority for 
our district.  In order to make sure that we are 
keeping up to date with research and also 
serving the needs of our community, we have 
an advisory board which meets quarterly. The 
board developed the following mission and 
vision statements several years ago, and they 
still guide our practice. 
 

The Early Childhood Center encourages 
developmentally appropriate learning fostered 
through play opportunities and nurtured by the 
dynamic relationship between community, 
home, and school. 

 

We will provide an environment where 
Perry/Lecompton school district’s youngest 
learners have access to the services they need 
to get to Kindergarten ready to learn. We 
recognize the critical connection between 
home and school success, and will work to 
provide families with the tools they need to 
help their children reach their full potential. In 
addition, we recognize our crucial role as the 
first relationship a family has with our district, 
and know that we have the opportunity to 
develop trust and foster positive feelings about 
education with families well before they even 
enter the public schools.  

We will meet these needs specifically by doing 
the following:  

�  We will provide research based, 
developmentally appropriate preschool 
experiences for all types of learners; in 
a safe and loving environment. 

�  We will support parents’ critical role as 
their child’s first teacher by offering 
parent education services and 
Parent/Child playgroups onsite. 

�  We will be an easily accessible point of 
contact and referral resource for 
families in need of screening or other 
services. 

�  We will offer a familiar community 
location for families to receive 
screening and/or services. 

 
This year, we have the extra advantage of 
being located at Perry Elementary School.  
Both the teachers and the students are able to 
interact easily with kindergarten students and 
teachers, which is fun for everyone and helps 
us to fulfill our vision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We will be opening the waiting list for the 2010-
2011 class in February.  Patrons who have 
youngsters turning four years old by August 31, 
2011, may call Jill Spurling at 597-5156 for 
additional information. 
 
��	�����
��
������
Director 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Transportation 
 

Reminders for the approaching Winter Weather 
 

·  Please remind your children to dress 
appropriately for the possibility of 
inclement weather.  We all understand 
how quickly the weather can change in 
Kansas. Hats, mufflers, gloves and 
warm foot wear are strongly 
encouraged.  

·  Please visit with your child about 
remaining clear of the bus as the bus 
driver approaches the pick-up point and 
applies the brakes. 

·  It is important that all parents/guardians 
make sure that each attendance system 
has up to date information on the plan 
your child will follow if we are required to 
close school early due to inclement 
weather.  

·  Please be sure that your child’s school 
has updated phone numbers. The 
School Reach phone system will be 
utilized in the event that we need to 
send students home from school early 
due to inclement weather.  

 
��������	��
	��
Transportation Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit with Santa 
 

 

 
 

The City of Perry and the Perry Pride 
Committee are planning our annual Christmas 
party and visit with Santa for preschool thru 5th 
Grade children.  Children will get to visit with 
Santa and receive a small gift.  Children must 

be accompanied by an adult. 
 

Perry American Legion 
 

Saturday, December 5th 
 

9:30 am to 11:00 am 
 

                                           
 

Perry City-Wide Christmas 
Decorating Contest 

 
The contest is open to both residence and 

business participants.  Judging will be between 
December 12th – 15th. 

 
Prizes will be awarded for best overall, best 

residence and best business. 
 

 



 
343 District Newsletter Publication & Deadline Info rmation 

 
The USD 343 District Newsletter is published every other month.  Issues will be sent out the last 
week in September, November, January, March, May and July.  Articles should be submitted by the 
15th of the month the newsletter is published.  Whenever possible, please submit articles 
electronically by submitting the saved article on a disk and sending it to:  USD 343 District Office, 
Attention:  Cindy Merritt, P.O. Box 729, Perry, KS 66073-0729.  Articles may also be submitted by e-
mail to:  cmerritt@usd343.org. 
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Dates to Remember 
December 2, 2009, 6:30 PM, Senior Financial Aid Night 

December 9, 2009, 7:00 PM, 5th – 7th Vocal Music Concert @ PLHS  
December 13, 2009, 2:00 PM, Winter Band & Singers Concert @ PLHS 

December 14, 2009, 7:00 PM, 5th – 8th Grade Band Concert @ PLHS 
December 14, 2009, 7:00 PM – School Board Meeting 

December 16, 2009, 7:00 PM, 3rd – 4th Grade Music Program @ PLHS 
December 17, 2009, 7:00 PM, K – 2nd Grade Music Program @ PLHS 

December 21, 2009 through January 1, 2010 Winter Break 
January 4, 2010 – Inservice/Work Day – No School for Students 

January 5, 2010 – 3rd 9-Weeks Begins 
January 11, 2010, 7:00 PM – School Board Meeting 

January 18, 2010 – Teacher Inservice – No School for Students 

       
 


