
 
Greetings from the 

Superintendentôs Office! 
 

 
 

USD #343 Endowment Association Seeking 
Your Support 

 
USD #343 Perry-Lecompton has had a long-
standing and proud tradition of support for its 
students and schools.  We see large crowds in 
attendance at high school and middle school 
band and vocal music concerts throughout the 
year.  The high school musical is a much-
anticipated highlight each year in our 
communities.  The elementary music concerts 
always play to a full house at the high school 
theater.  Athletic teams at the middle school 
and high school enjoy an enthusiastic and 
dedicated following throughout their seasons.  
The schoolsô PTO and Booster Clubs provide a 
meaningful and vital support system for our 
students and staff members.  Our schools 
greatly value the assistance provided by our 
parent volunteers in classrooms. 
Established in 1990 in memory of a former 
student, the USD #343 Endowment 
Association provides a unique and significant 
avenue of support for our students and 
teachers, no matter where you may live.  The 

USD #343 Endowment Association is a 501(c) 
(3) non-profit organization with the goal to raise 
funds for the benefit of each school in our 
school district. 
Several examples of the benefit to our schools 
include the Endowment Association student 
scholarship awarded annually, Innovation in 
Education Grants awarded to teachers and the 
Hupe Teaching Excellence Award given to an 
outstanding district teacher. 
The purchase of an engraved brick to place in 
the Endowment Plaza, located near the north 
PLHS entrance, is a prominent and enduring 
way to recognize an alum, family member or 
teacher while supporting the Endowment 
Association. 
Anyone wishing to support the USD #343 in 
the future may want to consider making a gift 
to the district when doing their estate planning 
or when looking for a tax-deductable donation 
at the end of the year.  When considering such 
a gift, the donor may establish a scholarship 
fund in their own name or in the name of a 
loved one. 
Useful information regarding the establishment 
of scholarships and purchasing engraved 
bricks is located by going to the district website 
at http://www.usd343.net and then clicking on 
the Endowment Association button. 
As our schools face reduced funding, please 
consider the USD #343 Endowment 
Association as a feasible option to promote the 
tradition of outstanding teachers and great 
schools in the Perry-Lecompton School 
District.  Your financial support can help keep 
school memories alive and positively shape the 
lives of future Kaws! 
 

Denis Yoder, Superintendent  
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Board of Education Meeting 
Summary 

Meeting Date:  October 13, 2010 
 

The USD 343 Board of Education meeting was 
called to order at 6:15 p.m. on Monday, 
October 11, 2010. 
 

A consent agenda was approved, which 
included minutes and various financial matters. 
 
Nonaction items on the agenda included 
the following: 
 

 The board held an executive session with 
members of the Center for Innovative 
School Leadership as a part of the CISL 
efficiency and effectiveness study in the 
district. 

 

 PLHS student, Rhiannon Pearson, provided 
the board a video presentation of the 
International Clubôs recent trip to Italy. 

 

 It was reported to the board by Denis Yoder 
that Berry Plastics has announced 
preliminary plans to build a 675,000 sq. ft. 
warehouse within district borders just off 
Farmerôs Turnpike. 

 
Board action included: 
 

 The following employment contracts were 
approved by the board: 

o Mike Paramore has the head 
high school wrestling coach, 

o Chris Michaelson as the assistant 
high school and middle school 
wrestling coach, and 

o Dennis Vigna as the 7th grade 
girlsô assistant basketball coach. 
 

 A resignation from Clint Van Scyoc as an 
assistant high school wrestling coach was 
approved by the board. 
 

 The 2009-2010 USD #343 financial audit, 
prepared by the firm Jarred, Gilmore & 
Phillips, was approved by the board. 

 

 A request from PLMS to offer a Power Hour 
after-school tutorial program was approved 

by the board.  The program will provide for 
two teachers for one hour after school four 
days per week. 

 

 Board approval was given for a USD #343 
Safety Manual which will be made available 
to all district employees. 

 

 A resolution recognizing November 14-20 
as American Education Week was given 
approval by the board. 

 

 The board approved offering Thanksgiving 
meals on November 19 to all district 
employees and to district senior citizens. 

 

 A Biology Club overnight trip to Omaha, 
Nebraska on November 20 and 21 to visit 
the Henry Doorly Zoo was approved by the 
board. 

 

 The gift of a limestone sign to the district 
from Bill Culver and located in front of 
Perry-Lecompton Middle School, in memory 
of Stephanie Culver, was approved by the 
board. 

 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:24p.m. 

 
Board of Education Meeting 

Summary 
Meeting Date:  November 8, 2010 

 
The USD 343 Board of Education meeting was 
called to order at 7:00 on Monday, November 
8, 2010. 
 

A consent agenda was approved, which 
included minutes and various financial matters. 
 
Nonaction items on the agenda included 
the following: 
 

 Judy Chamberlain, Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction, provided the board with 
information regarding Building Report 
Cards available through the Kansas State 
Department of Education website. 

 

 Denis Yoder informed the board that 
Keystone Learning Services has entered 
into negotiations with the Jefferson West 
School District to lease the Ozawkie school 



building to house the John Dewey Learning 
Academy and Oskaloosa building offices. 

 

 Information regarding an updated district 
tobacco policy was shared with the board.  
The board requested that a policy 
recommendation be brought back for 
consideration at the December board 
meeting which includes written 
consequences for staff that violate the 
policy. 

 

 There was discussion regarding the 
superintendentôs self-evaluation which will 
become part of the formal evaluation 
procedure this year. 

 

 Adrianne Meyer and Pat Putnam of the 
Perry Pride organization were present to 
discuss the possible placement of a 
ñWelcome to Perryò sign on school 
property.  A letter listing possible locations 
was distributed to board members. 

 
Board action included: 
 

 The board approved the employment of 
Crystal Christman as a van driver and 
termination of the employment contract of 
Pam Wiyninger. 

 

 A resignation from Bob Williams as a van 
driver was approved by the board. 
 

 Early graduation requests from Michelle 
Robles and Mikalia Munoz were given 
board approval. 
 

 The following gifts to the district were 
approved by the board. 

o School supplies were donated by 
Kansas Association of 
Educational Office Professionals 
through Debbie Hetrick. 

o Bobcat and laser-leveling 
services were donated at the 
PLHS baseball field by Tim 
Hetherington. 

o $45.50 was donated to the PLHS 
Theater Department raised 
through the cake walk at 
Territorial Days in Lecompton. 

o $193.40 was donated to the 
tennis program from Vickie 
Mulvihill and raised through a 
summer car wash. 
 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 
Perry-Lecompton High School 

 

 
 

As we near the end of the fall semester, many 
families are making plans for family visits 
during the holidays.  As you are making these 
plans, please keep in mind the high school 
finals schedule.  Finals for the fall semester 
have been scheduled for December 20th and 
21st, (December 21st has been scheduled as a 
make-up day for finals).  We would appreciate 

your support by 
encouraging ample study 
time for students.  Students 
are encouraged to hand in 
any late assignments that 
can be accepted for credit, 

complete upcoming assignments on time.  
Parents are encouraged to closely monitor 
student grades by using the Power School 
website.  If questions arise, please donôt 
hesitate to contact the teacher or the PLHS 
office. 

 
As we begin the second semester, PLHS will 
be gearing up for State Assessments that will 
be given in the spring semester.  Students will 
be asked to focus on the state standards that 
will be tested on the various assessments.  
The following is a list of assessments that will 
be given along with the grade level taking the 
assessment. 
 
Reading:  All Sophomores and those Juniors 
who did not score at the ñmeets standardò level 
last year. 
 
Math:  Freshmen enrolled in Advanced 
Geometry, Sophomores who did not take the 



assessment as Freshmen, and those Juniors 
who did not scores at the ñmeets standardò 
level last year. 
 
Science:  All Juniors 
 
History/Government: All Juniors 
 
We hope to continue our recent success on all 
content areas of state assessments.  These 
results have earned PLHS the ñKansas 
Standard of Excellenceò award the past five 
years in Math and Reading. 
 

December means winter 
concerts.  They will all be at the 
high school.  Check your 
calendar for dates and times.  
The students appreciate it 
when their activities are well 
attended. The best way to 

support someone in what they do is to be at 
their performances.   
 
Enjoy as much family time as you can during 
the holiday season! 
 
Educationally, 

 
 Perry-Lecompton High School 

 
 

Perry-Lecompton Middle School 
 

 
 
Wow! The school year continues to fly by as 
the end of the first semester looms just around 
the corner. Our staff continues to look for new 
and innovative ways to help our students learn 
and master content. Our 7th and 8th grade 
standards class has gone dynamic. This 
means that any and all students can receive 
additional support in reading and math when 
needed without officially being enrolled in the 

class. This change allows our teachers to 
provide immediate academic interventions to 
students who might be struggling with new 
content and/or need additional guidance or 
instruction. Thus far this quarter, our staff has 
been extremely pleased with the results. 
 

Power Hour: 
 

Perhaps youôve heard of Power Hour! Power 
Hour is a designated one-hour time slot that 
occurs immediately after school and offers 
academic support to students who have been 
identified by their teacher as possibly needing 
assistance. Students can be referred to Power 
Hour for a variety of reasons such as additional 
support for math, reading or falling three or 
more assignments behind. Parents who feel 
that their student might benefit from this time 
should contact their childôs teacher. NOTE: 
Students who participate in Power Hour must 
provide their own transportation. Power Hour 

runs from 3:30 ï 4:30pm. 

PLMS Winter Music 

Programs: 
 
The PLMS 7th and 8th vocal 
and instrumental music 
programs will occur at 7:00 
on Wednesday, December 
1st.  The choir will perform 
first in the high school theater beginning at 
7:00pm.  Our instrumental bands will begin 
their performance in the PLHS gym 
approximately fifteen minutes after the choir 
concert concludes.  
 
The PLMS 5th and 6th vocal and instrumental 
music programs will occur one week later on 
Wednesday, December 8th.   Please come to 
enjoy the presentation of our students.    
 
To respect the hard work 
that all of our students have 
committed to these 
programs we ask that 
parents and students stay 
through the entire program.  
Leaving early is very disruptive.  The programs 
are not long and we hope very enjoyable for 
all. 



7
th

/8
th

 Grade Awards Assembly 
 

At 2:00 on Friday, January 7th, the 7th and 8th 
grade students will be recognized at an awards 
assembly.  Athletic letters and certificates will 
be presented for participation in Volleyball, 
Football, Girls Basketball, and Wrestling.  
Academic recognition will also be made for 
students who have achieved membership on 
the school Honor Roll as well as those who 
have earned High Honors and Kaw Honors 
recognition. 
 

 
 

PLMS Choral Students Qualify 
for State: 

 
Anna Miller, Savannah Tubby, Morgan Gantz, 
Rachel Hurst, Jacob Morgison & Mason Fast 
from PLMS were selected to participate in the 
North East Kansas Music Educators Middle 
Level Honor Choir.  They will perform with 
about 300 of the local areas best 7th-9th 
graders @1:00pm at Shawnee Mission South 
High School, Kansas City, KS. 
 
Anna Miller, Cierra Morris, Molly Negley-
Wenger, Morgan Gantz & Katelynn Schultz 
were selected by audition to represent Perry-
Lecompton in the Kansas Choral Directors 
Association Treble State Choir in Wichita, KS 
next February. 
 
Scott Hirsch was selected by audition to 
represent Perry-Lecompton Middle School in 
the Kansas Music Educators Association State 
Middle Level Choir in Wichita, KS next 
February. 
 
Both the KMEA and KCDA State Choir 
participants are a part of the single biggest 
KMEA/KSHSAA Music Event all year.  
Thousands of participants from all over Kansas 
will be representing their schools in various 
music ensembles. 
 
Congratulations to these students! 

Whatôs going on with PTO? 
The PLMS PTO held its third meeting of the 
school year on Wednesday, November 10th. 

 Big 7 League Wrestling Tournament: PLMS 

will be hosting the league wrestling 

tournament on Saturday, December 4th. The 

meet starts at 9am and PTO has generously 

offered to support this activity by providing 

a hospitality room for visiting coaches, bus 

drivers, administration, and officials. Help is 

needed to set up and clean 

up the hospitality room, 

provide food items and 

even help supervise the 

hospitality room. Any 

help would be greatly 

appreciated. If you are 

interested in supporting 

this activity, please 

contact PTO president, 

Jaye Daniels at 

jayedaniels@aol.com or 246-2616. 

 

 
Weekly Email 

 
The PLMS principal has started sending out a 
weekly email to interested parents, guardians 
and/or other interested community members.  
This email contains information such as 
scheduled field trips, extracurricular activities, 
assemblies, and the weekly schedule in 
general.  If you are not receiving this weekly 
email but would like to be included, please 
send an email to 
PLMSKAWS@keystonelearning.org   Be sure 
to include your name and the name of each of 
your children attending PLMS. 
 

Josh Woodward 
PLMS Principal 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:PLMSKAWS@keystonelearning.org


 
Perry Elementary School and 

Lecompton Elementary School 

 
 
 

 
 

The months of October and 

November have been 

extremely busy for our schools.  

Besides all of the essential and 

valuable learning that is 

occurring in our classrooms, 

students have had the 

opportunity to participate in 

the following events. 

 

PTO Math Wizards Fundraiser: $4400.00+, Fire 

Safety & Awareness Day; Bicycle Safety Day @ LES; 

PLPK to Garyõs 

Pumpkin Patch; 

Kindergarten Fall 

Festival; 1
st

 Grade to 

Prairie Park Nature 

Center; 2
nd

 Grade to 

American Royal; 4
th

 

Grade to Royals Stadium and Halloween Parades & 

Parties! 

 

On Friday, 

November 5
th

 

PLES PTO 

sponsored ôFamily 

Fun Nightõ at 

Lecompton Elementary School.  From 6:00 ð 7:00 a 

dinner of chili, hot dogs, and desert was served, 

followed by a family movie in the gym.  

Approximately 150 parents and children attended 

the event and enjoyed an evening of relaxed fun and 

socializing.  We would like to thank all of the 

volunteers who helped sponsor the evening through 

their donations of food items and time.  A free will 

donation from participants amounted to $400.00 and 

is greatly appreciated by the PTO organization and 

PLES.  A spring ôCarnival Fun Nightõ will be held at 

PES on April 8
th

.  If you are interested in assisting 

with the event, contact Jennifer Hurd.  

 

PES & LES celebrated 

Grand friendõs Day on 

11/12.  Over 300 grand 

friends spent the afternoon 

celebrating Veteranõs Day 

and being entertained by 

their grand children.  Entertainment included a 

preview of the Winter Music Program, Cup Stacking 

and Hula Hoops! The Staff at both schools 

appreciated their efforts to be involved with our 

students! 

 

The elementary music classes are gearing up for 

another exciting program season!  The 2
nd

-4
th

 grade 

classes will perform at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

December 15
th

 at the PLHS theatre. The 2
nd

 grade 

classes will be performing a musical skit called 

òGranny McBeeõs Christmas Eve.ó The 3
rd

 grade 

classes will be singing some winter classics that are 

sure to get the audience humming along.  The 4
th

 

grade classes will be heading to Rubyõs Soda Shop 

for a few turns on the òJingle Bell Jukebox.ó  This 

show includes some favorites such as òJingle Bell 

Rock,ó òThe Most Wonderful Time of the Year,ó 

and òMr. Grinch.ó 

 

The K-1
st

 grade classes will perform at 6:30 p.m. on 

Thursday, December 16
th

.  The kindergarten classes 

will start with some holiday favorites, and the 1
st

 

grade classes will end the winter program series with 

òThe Magic Sleigh Ride. 

 

Tisõ almost that time of year and once again the 

teaching staff of PLES is asking that children donate 

a nonperishable food item instead of buying gifts for 

the teachers.  The food drive will be held the week 

of 12-6 thru 12-10.  Items will be donated to Godõs 

Storehouse in Meriden and the Lecompton Food 

Pantry.  The class donating the most items will earn a 

reward party!!! 

 



During the first few months of this school year 

teachers at PES and LES have been incorporating 

many new tools into their daily instruction: 

Promethean interactive white boards, LCD 

projectors & document cameras in their classrooms.  

These new technology tools help to keep students 

engaged and interactive in their learning.  We 

appreciate the funding efforts of the school district 

and our elementary PTO to assist with these 

purchases. 

 

Up Coming Events: 

11/9: 1
st

 Grade Thanksgiving Feast with 

Kindergartners @ PES 

11/24-26: NO School ð Thanksgiving Break 

11/30: Elementary Site Council mtg. 6:00 pm @ PES  

12/6-10: Food Drive Donation Week 

12/15: 2
nd

, 3
rd

, 4
th

 Grade Music program @ 6:30 pm @ 

PLHS 

12/16: K & 1
st

 Grade Music program @ 6:30 pm @ 

PLHS 

12/20: PLES PTO meeting @ 7:00 pm @ LES 

12/22: End of 2
nd

 9 weeks; Winter Parties:  PES 1:00 

ð 1:45  LES 2:15 ð 3:00 

12/23 ð 1/3: No School ð Winter Break 

1/4: School Resumes 

 

During a hectic holiday season remember one of the 

most valuable tools you can give your child is to 

attempt to keep their schedule or routine as 

consistent as possible.  Routine is to a child as walls 

are to a house, it gives boundaries and dimensions to 

their life.  Routine will give your children a feeling of 

security.  Routines and schedules are their road 

maps and will help to keep them on the right track!   

We thank you for your support. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Transportation 
Reminders for the approaching Winter Weather 
 

 Please remind your children to dress 
appropriately for the possibility of 
inclement weather.  We all understand 

how quickly the weather can change in 
Kansas. Hats, mufflers, gloves and 
warm foot wear are strongly 
encouraged.  

 Please visit with your child about 
remaining clear of the 
bus as the bus driver 
approaches the pick-up 
point and applies the 
brakes. 

 It is important that all 
parents/guardians 
make sure that each 
attendance system has 
up to date information on the plan your 
child will follow if we are required to 
close school early due to inclement 
weather.  

 Please be sure that your childôs school 
has updated phone numbers. The 
School Reach phone system will be 
utilized in the event that we need to 
send students home from school early 
due to inclement weather.  

 
 

Important Information for Families  

 
ñHomelessò students 

When so many people are experiencing hard 

economic times, it is very important that everyone 

is aware of the ways in which our tax dollars can 

help our neighbors and their children if they find 

themselves having to move out of their own homes 

and live with relatives.  Families who are living 

ñdoubled upò or in motels/campgrounds or similar 

places not designed as permanent homes can be 

considered homeless, and have the following 

choices: 

 The children can stay in our schools, even if 

the family is now living out of district. 

 The children are eligible for free meals 

without submitting an income statement. 

 In some cases, supplies needed for class can 

be purchased for them. 

Anyone with questions about their status may call 

the building secretaries or Marty Blosser at the 

District Office (597-5138) for additional 

information.  Your name and needs will be kept 

private. 



 

Distric t and Building Report Cards 

Every year, after our students 

complete the state assessments their 

scores are put together with other 

indicators to come up with a Report 

Card for the different buildings, for 

the district, and for the state of 

Kansas.  The way to access the 

Report Cards is to go to the district 

website (www.usd343.net) and click on the red 

schoolhouse in the left hand margin of the home 

page.  Once you have opened the district page, you 

can click on different links to discover a wealth of 

information about our schools. 

We are especially proud of the many Standards of 

Excellence shown by gold stars on different pages.  

These reflect the hard work and persistence of our 

students, staff, and families.   

 

Judy Chamberlain 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

jchamberlain@usd343.org 

 

From the Health DepartmentŲ.. 

 
Parents of high school juniors and seniors:  
The Jefferson County Health Department has a 
limited supply of Varicella vaccine available at 
no cost for your student as well as other 
students under 18 years of age. Currently high 
school juniors and seniors 
are not required to provide 
documentation of 
vaccination or doctor 
documented proof of 
disease, however it is 
possible that in the near 
future schools, colleges and employers may 
add this requirement.   
Department of Health and Environment 
requirements currently state that students in 
grades K and 1st provide documentation of 2 
doses of varicella vaccine or doctor 
documented proof of illness, and students in 
grades 2nd thru 10th provide documentation of 
one dose of varicella vaccine or doctor 
documented proof of illness.  As the parent of a 
high school junior or senior, it is recommended 
that you have your student vaccinated if they 
have not received varicella in the past, if they 

have had only one dose or if the illness was a 
minor case.  Students who are not completely 
vaccinated or who may have had a minor case 
of chicken pox could still be at risk for the 
illness. 
We strongly encourage you to take advantage 
of this opportunity to have your student 
vaccinated while the vaccine is available at no 
cost.  This is the perfect time to get your child 
prepared to meet these future requirements as 
well as protected from this illness. 
 
 

Perry Community Christmas 
Tree Lighting, Sunday 
November 28 6:30 p.m. at 
Perry City Hall.  You may 
bring a personalized ornament 
to hang if desired.  Refreshments to be 
served. 
 

 

Children's Christmas Visit 
with Santa, Saturday, 
December 4th, 9:30-11 
a.m., at Perry American 
Legion. Children are 
welcome to tell their 
Christmas wishes to Santa.  

Parents may take photos if desired.  Children 
must be accompanied by parents or guardians.  

 
 

Christmas Lighting and Decorating Contest- 
(Outdoor decorating only) Judging on the 
evening of Monday, Dec. 13 - Great Prizes 
to top winners in the city of Perry

http://www.usd343.net/
mailto:jchamberlain@usd343.org


343 District Newsletter Publication & Deadline Information 

 
The USD 343 District Newsletter is published every other month.  Issues will be sent out the last 
week in September, November, January, March and July.  Articles should be submitted by the 15th of 
the month the newsletter is published.  Whenever possible, please submit articles electronically by 
submitting the saved article on a disk and sending it to:  USD 343 District Office, Attention:  Debbie 
Woodson, P.O. Box 729, Perry, KS 66073-0729.  Articles may also be submitted by e-mail to:  
dwoodson@usd343.org. 

 

 
Dates to Remember 

 
December 1, 2010 Senior Financial Aid Night 6pm @ PLHS 

December 1, 2010 7th & 8th grade Vocal Music and Band 7pm @PLHS 
December 8, 2010 5th & 6th Vocal Music and Band 7pm @ PLHS 

December 12, 2010 PLHS Winter Band and Singers Concert 2pm @PLHS 
December 13, 2010 School Board Meeting 7pm 

December 15, 2010 2nd - 4th grade Music Program 6:30pm @PLHS 
December 16, 2010 K- 1st grade Music Program 6:30pm @PLHS 

December 23, 2010 �± January 1, 2011 NO SCHOOL WINTER BREAK 
January 3, 2011 NO SCHOOL �± Teacher Inservice 

January 4, 2011 3rd 9 weeks begins 
January 10, 2011 School Board Meeting 7pm 

January 17, 2011 NO SCHOOL �± Teacher Inservice 
 

 
       

 


