Perry-Lecompton High School

Individualized Reading 	- Syllabus
	Instructor
	[bookmark: Text5]Susie Whitaker
	E-mail
	swhitake@usd343.org


Contact Hours
7:45am – 8:15am
3:15pm – 3:45pm
Course Description:
This class is designed to give students time to strengthen their reading comprehension and vocabulary, to widen their reading interests, to develop the skills to become life-long readers, as well as, to experience and to discover a wide variety of 21st Century basic and new electronic productivity tools. Awareness of theme, character development, style, point of view, and plot will be demonstrated with a variety of media rich projects.
Text(s):
There are no textbooks for this class – students will select their own reading materials.  The teacher will provide students with weekly fluency reading sheets and comprehension activities.

Grading Scale:
USD 343 Grading Scale
A+ 	(100% & above)	B- 	(80%-82%)
A   	(93%-99%)	C+ 	(77%-79%)
A-  	(90%-92%)	C 	(73%-76%)
B+	(87%-89%)	C-	(70%-72%)
B	(83%-86%)	D+	(67%-69%)
D 	(63%-66%)	F	(59% & below)
D-	(60%-62%)	

INC:  Student has not completed all the given requirements at this time.
Assignments missed while absent will be recorded with the symbol “Ab” and not count toward their grade.  
Students have a minimum of 2 days for each day absent to submit missed work for credit.  
Should a student become ineligible they are guaranteed the opportunity in each class to raise their grade to become eligible in the following week.
Student Evaluation:
Your grade will be based on:
· Book Reviews
· Use of class time
Book Talks
· Fluency progress chart and comprehension activities
· Number of pages you read.
Requirements:
Reading Fluency
Each week students will participate in activities to improve their personal reading fluency and comprehension.  You will keep a weekly fluency chart to monitor your progress.  There will be random checks – so keep it current. 



Choosing and Reading a Book
Students will choose a fiction or non-fiction book that interests you.  Books may be from home, the school or public library, may be your personal choice, or one required by another class, and must be at least 150 pages.  

This is a reading class – you will be required to be reading.  

Reading Log
You are required to keep a reading log of the pages and books you read.  This can be electronic or manual – it is up to you.  There will be random reading log checks – so keep it current!! 
Book Review
For each book read, you will need to: 
· Write a book review
· Post your book review on Destiny 

Book-talks:
You will be required to share at least two (2) of the books you read with the class in the form of a book-talk per semester.  A book-talk is a brief presentation intended to spark the interest of the audience, a “sales pitch” for the book.  You will need to give one (1) book-talk per quarter.  One of the book talks will be a letter to an author on how his/her book personally impacted you, the other book talk is a multi-media presentation.  No power points!  Use your imagination and the current Web 2.0 technology tools that are available to you.  Animoto, Window’s Movie Maker, Xtranormal, podcasts, Photostory, are just some of the free tools that could be used – tools must be approved by the instructor.    Remember, if you are reading a book for another class, you can create the presentation required for the other class and “test” it on our class.  Book talks and letters will be evaluated by the teacher.  Peer editing will be used for the letter to the author.
Behavior Plan:
Students are expected to adhere to all rules and policies as described in the 2010-2011 PLHS Student & Parent Handbook
[bookmark: Text21]Rewards / Extra Credit:
Extra credit – you can receive 5 points extra credit for each box of Kleenex/Tissue you bring in (up to 3 boxes)
Course Outline:
[bookmark: Text18]Fall/Spring Semester
Week 1: Class introduction
· Library
· Online catalog introduction
· Web 2.0 tools
· BlackBoard 
Weeks 1-18:  
· Reading
· Book selection
· Book form
· Weekly Fluency and comprehension activities
· 1book-talk and 1 Letter about Literature (1 per quarter)
· Reading log (semester)

State Standards:
This course will address Kansas Reading Standard 1; 1.2; 1.3 and 1.4 and Kansas Literature Standard 2; 2.1 and 2.2 
