Perry-Lecompton High School

Environmental Science- Syllabus
	Instructor
	Kelly Haggard
	E-mail
	khaggard@usd343.org


Contact Hours
11:35 – 12:52
Course Description:
Deals with the conservation of natural resources, the relationship of plants and animals to their environment, the relation of conservation to agriculture, forestry, wildlife and other natural sciences.
1. List and describe various methods associated with the conservation of natural resources.
2. Be able to understand the relationship of plants and animals to their environment.
3. Be able to understand the relationship of conservation to economies, agriculture, forestry, wildlife and other natural sciences.
Text(s):
Withgott, Jay & Scott Brennan.  Essential Environment.  Second Edition.  Pearson/Prentice Hall.  2007.

Grading Scale:
USD 343 Grading Scale
A+ 	(100% & above)	B- 	(80%-82%)
A   	(93%-99%)	C+ 	(77%-79%)
A-  	(90%-92%)	C 	(73%-76%)
B+	(87%-89%)	C-	(70%-72%)
B	(83%-86%)	D+	(67%-69%)
D 	(63%-66%)	F	(59% & below)
D-	(60%-62%)	

INC:  Student has not completed all the given requirements at this time.
Assignments missed while absent will be recorded with the symbol “Ab” and not count toward their grade.  
Students have a minimum of 2 days for each day absent to submit missed work for credit.  
Should a student become ineligible they are guaranteed the opportunity in each class to raise their grade to become eligible in the following week.
Student Evaluation:
Students will be graded on unit exams, lab exercises, journal entries, and research projects.  These grades will not be weighted and grade will be calculated as a straight percentage of points earned.



Requirements:
· Students are expected to attend. Late assignments will be accepted one day late for ½ credit, then will be counted as a zero after the second late school day.  Due dates will be changed on an individual basis only in the case of a documented illness or bereavement.  A student who misses six or more class hours should expect to be dropped from the course and receive a "withdraw: failing" designation on the college transcript and no refund.
· Missed assignments during the last week of the semester must be in by the final class period or will be issued a zero.
· Permission slips will be required on file for our trips.
· Students who do not complete assignments will be held at school during our regular class trips until back work is completed.  They will not receive activity points for the trips missed.
Course Outline:
Lecture
		Several lecture exams will be given over the units covered.
Journals
		Students will keep a daily journal of activities according to the format
presented in class.  These will be graded each week.
Research/Field Work
Students will be active in several research projects during the semester.  Grade will be based upon contributions to the work and a final report on the activities.
Additional Readings
Further reading or literature may be assigned for a grade.  One for certain is “Sand County Almanac” by Aldo Leopold.
Units
Soils							Habitat fragmentation
Populations, communities, and ecosystems		Global biodiversity
Temperate forests, woodlands, and shrublands	Extinction
Temperate and tropical deserts			Grasslands & tundra
Tropical savannas and woodlands			Moist tropical forests
Coastal ecosystems					Islands
Predator ecology and management			Disruption of migrations
Lakes, ponds, and marshes				Global climate change
Rivers and streams					Harvesting natural populations
	Oceanic ecosystems				Conserving genetic diversity
	Coastal marine ecosystems			Protecting endangered species
	Marine mammals and birds				Designing biodiversity preserve
	Management of exotic species		Conservation ethics
Chemical pollution
