Perry-Lecompton High School


English II- Syllabus

	Instructor
	Kip Smilie
	E-mail
	ksmilie@usd343.org


Contact Hours:
Before and after school; plan time: Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00-11:32 
Course Description:

English II is a course designed to explore the fundamental aspects of grammar; creative and expository writing; narrative, expository, and persuasive reading; oral communications; and research skills. The reading emphasis of this year long course is on multicultural and world literature.
Text(s):

Elements of Literature: Course Four by Holt 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
Lost Names by Richard E. Kim

Shizuko’s Daughter by Kyoko Mori

Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind by Suzanne Fisher Staples

American Eyes: New Asian-American Short Stories for Young Adults edited by Lori M. Carlson

145th Street Short Stories by Walter Dean Myers
Grading Scale:

USD 343 Grading Scale

A+ 
(100% & above)
B- 
(80%-82%)

A   
(93%-99%)
C+ 
(77%-79%)

A-  
(90%-92%)
C 
(73%-76%)

B+
(87%-89%)
C-
(70%-72%)

B
(83%-86%)
D+
(67%-69%)

D 
(63%-66%)
D-
(60%-62%)


F
(59% & below)
INC:  Student has not completed all the given requirements at this time.

Assignments missed while absent will be recorded with the symbol “Ab” and not count toward their grade.  

Students have a minimum of 2 days for each day absent to submit missed work for credit.  

Should a student become ineligible they are guaranteed the opportunity in each class to raise their grade to become eligible in the following week.
Student Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated by projects, tests, essays, and speeches. 


Tests will be a combination multiple choice, true and false, matching, short answer, and essay questions.

Homework will consist of reading and writing assignments, vocabulary study, paraphrasing information, and book reports. 

Assignments will be assessed a deduction if they are late.  Assignments handed in after one week will only be given 50% credit for lateness, unless the student has an excused absence due to illness.

Extra Credit is not available, but students may redo assignments with permission from the teacher. 


Projects include the following: Resume and cover letter, Research Paper, Essays, Reports, and Persuasive Speech.

Requirements:

Daily: Materials to class, grammar, writing, reading, vocabulary, and speaking. 

Essays must be typed in size 12 font or handwritten in blue or black ink and double-spaced with a MLA heading. 
Projects: Resume and cover letter, Research Paper, Essays, Reports, and a Persuasive Speech.

Projects:

Due to the Language Arts Department receiving new text books this year and the length of the instructions for the projects and rubrics, these will be posted online as they are assigned. 
Behavior Plan:

Three strikes and the student is sent to the office.


First strike - A warning is issued.

Second strike - The student is sent to the hall and the teacher follows when possible to discuss the behavior problem. The student goes back to class when the expected behavior is understood and accepted.

Third strike - The student is sent to the office if the behavior reoccurs.

Note that some behaviors warrant immediate passage to the office as discussed in the handbook. See student hand book for clarification. 
Rewards / Extra Credit:

There is no extra credit for students, but if the teacher gives the student permission to redo an assignment, a better grade may be given if the work is improved and handed in a timely manner.  

Course Outline:

Fall Semester


Poetry Unit


Novel Unit: Monster by Walter Dean Myers  

Writing Unit: Essay, poetry, and informational writing. 

Novel: The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

Nonfiction Unit

Novel: Lost Names by Richard E. Kim 

Grammar, reading, writing, speaking, paraphrasing, and vocabulary are studied daily.

Spring Semester

Research Unit


Drama Unit: Elements of a play.


Writing Unit: Narrative, resume and cover letter, and persuasive writing. 

Novel Unit: Shizuko’s Daughter by Kyoko Mori


Speech Unit: Persuasive  


Novel Unit: Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind by Suzanne Fisher Staples

Grammar, reading, writing, speaking, paraphrasing, and vocabulary are studied daily.

State Standards:

Writing Standards 


1:
 Writing 

The student writes effectively for a variety of audiences, purposes, and contexts.

2:
 Research 


The student applies reading and writing skills to demonstrate learning.
Reading Standards 

1:
The student reads and comprehends text across the curriculum.
            2:
 The student responds to a variety of texts.
