English I—Kaberline/ Ward

First Semester Course Overview --Grading, Rules, and Expectations

Outcomes
The following outcomes will be assessed during the first semester:

TLW complete a story map/plot diagram based on a given selection focusing on plot and will  

also identify short story terms.

TLW write a variety of compositions emphasizing the six writing traits.

TLW locate a variety of sources in the PLHS library on a selected topic.

TLW analyze selections of poetry for poetic devices and type.

TLW write a comparison/ contrast essay on the heroic traits of an epic hero vs. a 

          modern hero.

TLW will demonstrate proficiency in correct grammar usage.

TLW will complete a variety of exercises designed to increase vocabulary.

Grading Policy

A student’s quarter and semester grades will be determined by performance on unit assessments as well as other assignments and quizzes.  Assessments will count for 50% of the student’s quarter and semester grades while daily work, homework, and quizzes will count for the other 50%.  The grading scale for all work is 90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 60-69% = D; below 60% = F (no credit). 
Unless otherwise stated, all assignments are due at the beginning of the following class period. Students who have been absent must bring an excused admit slip to class when they return in order to make up work for each day missed before their grade is lowered.  Students who are absent have a two-day grace period from the time an assignment, quiz, or assessment is due to submit it for full credit.  The exception to this is for homework assigned before the absence; it is due the next time the student is in class. Quizzes or assessments missed due to an absence can only be made up outside of regular class time. Late work will not receive full credit; no credit will be given to assignments that are more than one week late.
Classroom Rules

Adhere to all rules and policies described in the PLHS Student & Parent Handbook.   School policies concerning absenteeism and tardies will be strictly followed.

Plagiarism is using someone else’s words, thoughts or ideas as your own.  Stated another way, it is stealing someone else’s material whether written or spoken.  Anytime someone else’s ideas or words are used, you must either paraphrase or correctly quote him/her and identify the person and the source regardless of whether it is a speech, music video, encyclopedia entry, textbook, Internet document or entry, magazine article, photograph, or any other type of material.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Students who plagiarize will not receive credit for the work in question with no exceptions.   It is fine to quote or paraphrase someone or discuss someone else’s ideas; just be sure to give credit where necessary.

Classroom Expectations and Consequences

Show RESPECT for others:

1. Manage your own space; keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

2. Listen while another person is speaking.

3. Refrain from using put-downs and sarcasm.

Be RESPONSIBLE:

1. Come to class prepared and on time with books, papers, pen, and planner.

2. Follow directions the first time given.

3. Sit in assigned seat.

4. Ask for help when needed.

5. Complete all assignments and turn them in on time.

6. Contribute to the learning environment in a positive way.

Consequences

For failure to meet classroom expectations, the following will occur:

1. reminder

2. warning

3. conference with the teacher to develop a verbal plan for improvement

4. time out—contact will be made with the parent; a written plan for improvement will be developed

5. referral to the office

For serious misbehavior, the student will be sent directly to the office.

General Guidelines

1. Bring your pen, notebook paper, planner and textbook to class daily. The final draft of all compositions must be done in blue or black ink or be typed unless the teacher gives other directions.  When using notebook paper for assignments, remove frayed edges.  Work that is typed must be double-spaced, size 10 or 12, Times News Roman or other easy to read font. 

2. Papers must have the proper heading including your full name, class, hour, date, and the assignment.

3. No materials will be borrowed or loaned; be responsible and come prepared.

4. You are tardy if you are not in your seat when the bell tone sounds. If you have to leave class to get forgotten materials or an admit slip, you will be counted tardy.  All personal matters need to be taken care of outside of class time. On the rare occasions that you must leave class, you will need your own planner to do so.

5. In order to receive make-up work after being absent, you must return to class with an admit slip unless you were on a school sponsored trip. You will need to take responsibility for getting your work without delaying or disrupting the class.

6. You area must be kept neat. Pick up all scraps of paper and other material before you leave class.

7. You will be dismissed by your teacher at the end of the class period; do not line up at the door. 

8. Absolutely no food or drink other than water will be allowed in class.

