2010-2011 Earth/Space Science Syllabus

Contact Information

Teacher: Ms. Eryn Norton

            e-mail: enorton@usd343.org

Room: 118





phone: (785) 597-5124 


Textbook(s): Physical Science Concepts in Action with Earth and Space Science (1st Semester)

           Earth Science (2nd Semester)

Resource:  All information given in class can be found on our class BlackBoard site.  Please go to www.ilearn.essdack.org and use your sign in!  I will attempt to update the site after each lecture/lab.
Course Standards: This class will examine some major components of the planet.  Topics during the first semester, and part of the second, we will focus on energy, sound, light, magnetism, and electricity.  During part of our second semester the class will focus on advanced geological studies including earthquakes, plate tectonics, meteorology, astronomy, and the relationship these events have with our environment.  Students will participate in a variety of hands-on activities and complete several laboratories and projects throughout the year.
Expectations:

DO be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.  If you are not in your chair you will be counted tardy.

DO come to class prepared.  Bring pen or pencil, paper, textbook, and your brain!  I have some supplies but once they are gone I will not bring more.

DO use the proper headings on all papers and assignments.  The heading includes your first and last name, the date, and period.  If it is a book assignment you must write the page number and question numbers at the top of the page.  I will not accept papers with the fringe attached.
DO respect students and teachers by listening and responding appropriately.  Please treat all guests to the room with respect.

DO stay in your seat until the bell rings.  I will not allow you to gather at the door.  Students will lose time off of passing period if they don’t stay in their seats.

DON’T apply perfume, cologne, hairspray, makeup, powder, lotion, nail polish, or any other scented substances in the classroom.  These substances leave a residual odor, they can damage the work tables, and many students are allergic.
DON’T touch equipment, samples, or anything that does not belong to you without permission.  My desk, cabinets, closets, and computer are strictly off limits!

DON’T eat or drink in the classroom.  We will be working with chemicals and other things that you do not want in your food.  Please do not bring in food or drinks. 
DON’T use cell phones or iPods in the classroom. Please keep these items turned off and put away.  You may use iPods during breaks and seminar.  Cell phones may be used during break, before, and after school.
Grading and Procedures:

Your grade will be based on the following percentages.

30% Tests

10% Quizzes

30% Labs and Projects

30% Daily work, boardwork, and homework

Test Taking Procedures:  During all tests and quizzes students must follow these procedures or they will receive a zero.

1. Clear your desk of all materials except for pen or pencil and calculator if necessary.  All books, bags, and purses need to be completely under the chair.

2. Face forward at all times and keep your eyes on your own paper.

3. Absolutely no talking (including lip moving) until all students are done with the test.

4. Stay in your seat at all times.  I will come to you if you need a pencil sharpened or have any other issues.

Plagiarism and Cheating will not be tolerated in any form.
Grading Scale:
	A+
	(100% & above)
	C
	(73%-76%)

	A
	(93%-99%) 
	C-
	(70%-72%)

	A-
	(90%-92%) 
	D+
	(67%-69%)

	B+
	(87%-89%) 
	D
	(63%-66%) 

	B
	(83%-86%) 
	D-
	(60%-62%)

	B-
	(80%-82%)
	F
	(59% & below)

	C+
	(77%-79%)
	
	


Tardies, Absences and Make-Up Work:


Any student who is not in his or her seat when the bell rings will be counted as tardy.  Students will be sent to the office to receive a tardy pass.  See planner for specific information.


Students with excused absences may come in before school, after school, or during seminar to get their make-up assignments.  Most make-up assignments will be located in the make-up folder with the student’s name on it.  Other assignments that require more explanation may be picked up directly from the teacher.  These assignments may include a laboratory.  If students are aware of a test prior to their absence they will still be required to take the test.  Tests must be made up during seminar unless other arrangements have been made.  STUDENTS HAVE ONE WEEK FROM THEIR RETURN TO MAKE UP A TEST.  Unexcused absences will result in half credit for that day’s work.  See planner for details on unexcused absences.  It is ultimately the student’s responsibility to keep up with make-up and late work.


Students have two days for each day of excused absence to make up work unless other arrangements are made.  All firm due dates will be followed unless long-term illness interferes.  Make-up work for anticipated absences should be discussed before the student leaves.  See planner for details.
Late Work:  Any work turned in after the due date will be considered late.  It may still be turned in and will be worth half credit.  Late work will only be accepted for the current nine weeks at half credit.  Once a new nine weeks starts any late work will be a zero unless previous arrangements have been made.
Hall Passes: No passes will be given except in cases of emergency.

Standards:
http://209.42.88.114/swplains/stdbnch.asp?Grade=263&Subject=SC&Standardset=765 
Required Supplies:

Students need a one-inch (or larger) three-ring binder with at least three tab dividers for each semester.  These will be the science notebooks for each semester.  The science notebook may be used on the final at the end of each semester.

Graph paper

Notebook paper (Remember I do not accept paper with fringes so make sure it is perforated or loose leaf)

Pens or pencils (any colors are acceptable as long as I can read them)

Colored pencils or markers are recommended

