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October 2009
Occasionally, we receive information about seminar or workshop opportunities for students.  Organizations ask for nominations.  Some of these experiences, while worthwhile, are quite expensive.  It is our belief that workshops or academies that we will recommend to students need to be competitive in nature, have eligibility guidelines, offer scholarships or have minimal costs.  We certainly feel that it is a family’s prerogative to investigate these programs and see if the experience and cost is right for your student.   The following are two programs which are approved by NASSP (National Assoc. Secondary School Principals)
People to People   

(cost unavailable)

www.peopletopeople.com        

National Youth Leadership Forum on Medicine     $2465        www.nylf.org  

We are happy to remind everyone of the link on the district website.  Every scholarship opportunity that is mailed to us will be available as the year progresses, with deadlines updated as we receive new information.
SENIOR NEWSLETTERS will be available most months of the year.  This is where I will print out the latest news from this office and information about what your student needs to be doing to be involved in the post-secondary vocational and academic world. The first one is available now.
JUNIOR NEWSLETTERS ARE AVAILABLE PERIODICALLY AND THE FIRST WILL BE OUT SOON.  Also, please check out the junior power point presentation on our website under Counselor’s Corner.
ACT Prep – It is proven that students benefit from taking real practice tests in real timed situations. We will have practice testing sessions once a week prior to ACT tests and then a day during that week for the students to discuss their test results with the test subject teacher.   ACT prep starts Sept. 21 and ends the week prior to the ACT!
Our ACT Online Prep program is still available to students.  In discussing the Online prep program from ACT with students, all of them have pronounced it a good program especially because it can be accessed at home.   The online prep program has a diagnostic test to help determine areas students need to study first.  It is helpful in pin-pointing and remediating student weaknesses in ACT subjects.  They learn their strengths, too!   Mr. Elliott discusses the program in his section of this newsletter as well.

All students are eligible to receive an ACT online code!.    If your student had a code and lost it or needs a code, please have him or her come see me!  We are committed to strong ACT scores and we know that test preparedness along with a strong curriculum make the difference in our student scores!
Some dates to keep in mind:

Oct. 2

Deadline to sign-up for the PSAT   ($13.00 due on test day)

Oct. 7

PSAT workshop
Seminar – for Juniors and sophomores who’ve signed up

Oct. 12

Deadline to sign-up for Oskaloosa College Fair   Juniors/Seniors
Oct. 14

PSAT  


JUNIORS/SOPHOMORES

 8:15-11:30    Library
Interested students must sign-up by October 7.   This is the qualifying test for National Merit Scholar competition.  It is a junior test but sophomores may take the test for practice.  The cost of the exam is $13.00, payable the day of the test, in cash, or by check to PLHS.   
Oct. 14

Oskaloosa College Fair  
1:10-2:45
Juniors/Seniors
Students who wish to attend must sign up by Oct. 12!  We will take one bus!.  
Oct. 24

October ACT
Nov. 6 

Deadline to register for Dec. 12  ACT         www.actstudent.org  

____________________________________________________________________________

Recommended Web Site for scholarship search: www.fastweb.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Colleges visiting PLHS      (Seniors and juniors)  

(Scheduled thus far) 








(*already visited)
K-State*

August 27
Seminar



K.U.*


Sept. 8

Seminar 


Washburn

Sept. 29
Seminar

McPherson College
Oct. 20

During lunch, in commons

Emporia State

Oct. 21

Seminar

Pittsburg State
Nov. 11
During lunch, in commons

Ft. Hays

Nov. 19
During lunch, in commons

PLHS SCHOLARSHIPS 





Mark your calendars:  Financial Aid Night       Dec. 2	    6:30 p.m.








