Dear Parents and Students,


Welcome back to another year with the PLHS band.  The Perry-Lecompton band is an organization made up of 61 individuals.  In order for each of these individuals and the group to realize short and long-term goals it is necessary to work closely with one another and abide by the policies set forth by the director and the school administration.  This handbook was prepared to insure that every student and their parents are aware of the policies, agree to abide by them, and understand what is expected of students and parents who elect to be part of the band.


Parents can make a difference by supporting the efforts of the school staff, not only as far as music is concerned but in all of the academic areas as well.  Parents, it is important that you read this handbook carefully and discuss it with your students!  The following is a list of goals for all students to achieve:

1. Make a real effort to learn and improve daily.

2. Cooperate with fellow band members.

3. Follow all classroom rules, school regulations and travel instructions issued for trips.

4. Have the proper respect for those in authority.

5. Be honest and fair with others concerning equipment, music and school life in general.

6. Read and play music with insight and expression.

The students who achieve the greatest success and the most enjoyment from band participation are not necessarily the most musically talented, but those who are enthusiastic, dedicated, and attentive.
Learning to play an instrument is, among other things, hard work. Band is fun, but the fun comes as a result of the hard work. The fun is a result of the satisfaction that comes from a job well done and the success that follows. You will only enjoy band as much as you should if we are successful, and hard work is necessary for that success.

We are a team. All we do, we do together. Each day, your performance, behavior, and mood affect everyone else. Don’t be selfish - always practice and perform to the best of your ability so that everyone receives the benefits.






Thank You






Mike Maloun

Rehearsal Objectives


Every rehearsal should contribute to the improvement of the following elements of effective ensemble performance:

1. Intonation



       7.  Technical facility

2. Tone quality


       8.  Control of total dynamic level

3. Rhythmic accuracy balance/blend       9.  Proper emphasis of thematic material

4. Precision attacks/releases

      10.  Interpretation/phrasing

5. Clarity of articulation

      11.  Overall musicianship

6. Control of tempo


      12.  Reading music

Attendance


Attendance is required at every rehearsal and performance of any performing ensemble.  This might include extra rehearsals before or after the regular school day, provided I have given two weeks notice.  All rehearsals will begin and end on time. Performance will have time frames given, as exact times are impossible to determine.


Band members are not to come late to any rehearsal or performance, nor are they to leave early.  Both coming late and leaving early by more than 10 minutes will be counted as an absence in the composition of your participation grade.


An unexcused absence from a performance will result in the lowering of your quarter grade by 25% the equivalent to 2 letter grades.  Excused absence due to illness or verifiable family emergency can be made up through a student – initiated appointment with the band director.  At that time alternative work will be assigned.  If the work is not completed the grade will be lowered by 25%.  Work related absences will never be excused!!!!!!  No excuses other than emergencies will be accepted without at least 2 weeks notice please check the performance dates now against your personal schedules.

Discipline

No food or drink of any kind should be brought into the band room!!!!!!!!!!!!


All rules governing the behavior of students at PLHS will be in effect at all rehearsals and performances.  Any student found in violation of any of the rules and regulations outlined in the PLHS student handbook will be disciplined as so stated.

Marching Band and Pep Band Expectations

The band members will ………….

1) Be in his/her section at all times.

2) Not allow non-band members in the band.

3) Be prepared to play the next song

a) Music ready

b) Instrument ready

c) Fundamentally ready (posture, instrument placement, hand placement, embouchure, conductor in view, no gum or candy).

4) Play instrument only when given permission.

5) Wear his/her band shirt or uniform

6) Follow all League and KSHSAA sportsmanship rules.  Yell for our team, not against the other team

7) Play his/her best every measure.  Concentration is the key.  Focus on your music, don’t be distracted.

Not following these expectations will result in a loss of points for that performance.

Excellence is a state of mind.  Excellent musicians don’t laugh at mistakes, they get mad.  Work for perfection.  Play every detail.

Inclement Weather Policy


Students should be prepared to perform in any weather that the game is allowed to continue.  In the case of rain all students will be expected to sit in the stands without uniforms so they should dress appropriately for the weather.  Woodwind instruments will be left inside only brass and percussion will be used.

Homework

Your success in music is dependent upon the amount and quality of private practice.  One-half hour a day is a good standard minimum to set for yourself.  Here are some guidelines for better practice:

1) Set aside a particular time of the day to practice.

2) Have a designated area where you practice.

3) Use a metronome if at all possible.

4) Quality is more important than quantity

5) Have a definite warm-up procedure

6) If possible, take private lessons with a qualified instructor.

Grading

Student grades will consist of two parts:

1) 50% Academic Performance –Classwork

       Homework

       Playing Test

       Auditions

       Performance Proficiency


2)   50% Participation Performance -
Attendance







Behavior

Grade points will be deducted for the following:

1) Unexcused absence for any performance

2) Excessive absences

3) Tardiness

4) Forgetting music or instrument

5) Instrument or music not properly put away

6) Talking in class

7) Bad Manners

All grades are weighted evenly.  A homework assignment and a major playing test count the same.  Each time you play your instrument you should strive for perfection.

Solo and Ensemble Participation


I encourage individual work as a member of a small ensemble or as a soloist.  I believe solo and ensemble playing is an important aspect contributing to the student’s development as a musician.  A solo and ensemble festival is held in the spring at district, and state levels.  Please see Mr. Maloun for more information.

Calendar


Attached is the band calendar for the entire year, with the exception of the basketball pep band performances, as they are yet to be determined.  Please get these dates cleared as soon as possible with employers work is not an excused absence.  All times are performance times, not call times.  Please review it carefully; if you see any conflicts it is best to contact me now.

Performance Attire

Marching Band

Each student will be issued a uniform for marching band.  Loss or damage to a uniform due to neglect will result in billing of replacement cost.  All students must have marching band shoes.  We will order these during the first week of school at a cost of $20.00.  I do have some used shoes that sell for $5.00 these are on a first come first serve basis.  The shoe style stays the same each year.

Concert Band

Girls – Long black dresses that we order in September or October for new

      students.  The cost is around $75.  I do have some used ones available for $40.  
Boys – Black dress pants, not black jeans!!  Black shirt orders will be taken in the fall.  A blue tie will be provided by the school.
Pep Band

All students must purchase a pep band shirt.  It is our uniform for basketball games as well as your admission into the games we play.  Cost around $15.

I know that these items can be expensive this is a one time purchase only so buy on the large size that way they have room to grow.  Please don’t let money be a factor in your student’s participation I can work with you on payments or assistance if needed.

Earning A Band Letter
The purpose of the band letter is to encourage and reward “above and beyond” activity in band and in musical activities.  Band letters are awarded at the annual spring concert.

To earn a letter in band, the student must complete all of the following requirements:

1.
Complete at least one year of participation in the band program with no grading period being lower than an A-

2.
Participate in ALL performances given by the groups of which the student is a member, except as excused by the director.

3. 
Accumulate 40 points under the system outlines as follows:

Points may not be carried over from one year to the next!!!!!!!

Activity________________________________________________________Points

Attend the summer marching camp


                      10 points per day

Audition for KMEA District Band/Sousa Band



20
Make the KMEA District Band





10

Audition for the All-State Band





20
Make the All-State Band






50

Participate in Solo and Ensemble at League




10

Participate in Solo or ensemble at District




20

Participate in Solo or ensemble at State




20

Service points awarded at Directors discretion



T.B.D.
Misc. Pts. May be awarded for participation in approved activities,

5-10 

Performance outside of the band program.                                                     5
      (i.e. church or  community performance)

Participation in non required performances




5

5 pts given for every full year of band participated in 


Up to 20 pts

The service points and misc. points must be earned and accumulated throughout the entire school year.  Documentation of points is required at the time the letter application is due (April 2011).  The maximum points to be awarded are stated very clearly and this amount will not be exceeded at the time of lettering.  All points awarded by the director (both service and participation) should be noted and initialed on some type of documentation at the time of the event.  Documentation is the key to earning these points.  Do not expect me to remember what you have done through the year.  Write it down and have me initial it as it happens, and keep in our “band letter” folder.  

Earn Points NOW don’t wait and then ask for them as a gift later!!!

2010-2011 Band Calendar

September

3rd  



            Football Game
 


7:00 pm
24th 




Football Game



7:00 pm

25th 




KU Band Day



All Day

October

1st  




Football Game
Homecoming

7:00 pm


13th




Baker Marching Festival

T.B.A.

15th 




Football Game



7:00 pm

November

13th




District I Auditions (Optional)

TBA

December

4th    




District I Honor Band (Optional)
TBA

12th 




Winter Band/Vocal concert

2:00 pm

February

23rd 




Band Concert



7:00 pm
April

9th   




Regional Solos (Optional)

TBA

14th




State Large Group


TBA

30th




State Solos (Optional)


TBA

May

4th




Cavalcade of Bands


7:00 pm

21st   




Graduation



2:00 pm
