Perry-Lecompton High School


Foundations of Social Studies
	Instructor
	Mr. Ledbetter
	E-mail
	wledbett@usd343.org


Contact Hours

Fall - Mondays 10:45-11:30, the rest of the week by e-mail, anytime.

Spring - Mondays 9:55-10:45, the rest of the week by e-mail, anytime.
Course Description:

Foundations of Social Studies is designed to cover the basic social concepts and content important to all disciplines of social studies.  Upon completion of the course students will have a basic understanding of how human society has evolved, is structured, and functions.  These basic concepts will be expanded upon in subsequent course work.
Text(s):

None
Grading Scale:

USD 343 Grading Scale

A+ 
(100% & above)
B- 
(80%-82%)

A   
(93%-99%)
C+ 
(77%-79%)

A-  
(90%-92%)
C 
(73%-76%)

B+
(87%-89%)
C-
(70%-72%)

B
(83%-86%)
D+
(67%-69%)

D 
(63%-66%)
F
(59% & below)

D-
(60%-62%)


INC:  Student has not completed all the given requirements at this time.

Assignments missed while absent will be recorded with the symbol “Ab” and not count toward their grade.  

Students have a minimum of 2 days for each day absent to submit missed work for credit.  

Should a student become ineligible they are guaranteed the opportunity in each class to raise their grade to become eligible in the following week.
Student Evaluation:

Students will be graded on homework, projects, and unit assessment.  I use a straight point system and do not weigh one category of work higher than another.
Projects:

No special projects are required in this class.  Adequate completion of all course work related to the individual outcomes will ensure successful completion of the course.

Behavior Plan:

Class rules:
1.  Don’t engage in any activity that will disrupt the classroom or that prevents another student from learning.  

2.  Be respectful of others.  Each of us deserves, at least, the most basic of common courtesies.   

3.  Be responsible.  Coming to class prepared with required materials, assignments and a readiness to learn is up to you.  No one else is responsible for your decisions or actions. 

These three simple guidelines for behavior should be assumed as basic characteristics of an adult.  You are rapidly approaching that stage in your lives and I know you want to be treated as such.  Please behave that way. 
Any difficulty following these simple rules of behavior will result in the following sequence of interventions: 
1.  A PERSONAL CONFERENCE WITH ME
2.  A CONTACT HOME

3.  A REFERRAL TO THE OFFICE

Rewards / Extra Credit:

Determined on an individual basis
Course Outline:
Foundations in Social Studies – Outcomes

The learner will (TLW) evaluate the impact and role of resources in the establishment, development and success of human civilization.

TLW hypothesize about the impacts of movement of people and human-environmental interaction in the promotion of societal change and evolution over time.

TLW assess the existence of a unique American culture; justifying their position through identification of existing characteristics of society and culture.

TLW categorize both historic and present day examples or conformity and deviance in two social institutions from society and compare the relative value of both conformity and deviance to society.

TLW demonstrate an understanding of the concepts, relationships and impacts related to statuses, roles, and social interaction in society.

TLW evaluate the relative value of resources, products and human characteristics in specified economic systems and explain their rationale utilizing basic economic questions and roles.

TLW assess the evidence and effects of the existence of inequality in various social situations and settings.

TLW demonstrate the role of politics in influencing public opinion and policy, and ultimately the direction of government.

TLW summarize the need for regulation across various parts of society and the application of regulation within democratic and authoritarian governments.

Basic Social Questions
Why do people live where they live?

Why do some civilizations flourish?

How do movement and interaction promote evolution of society?

What are the similarities and differences between cultures of the world?

How are societal characteristics maintained from one generation to the next?

What is the most important choice made by each person in a society?

What parts do social roles, statuses and groups play in society?

What are the decisions society must make about the production, distribution and consumption of resources?

What are the basic roles and systems that govern those decisions?

How does inequality of circumstance drive social interaction?

What is the role of politics in determining the direction of government, laws, and society?

Why is regulation by government necessary in society?

